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The Christian Messenger 
August 2017 

Grant’s Good News 

Rev. Grant Wade 

 

A bit of history for those of us who haven’t grown up as a part of First 

Christian Church, Sullivan.  

 

September 1976: 

 First Christian Church, Sullivan, held a very special worship service on July 4, as they          

dedicated their new bell tower. The tower holds the only bell the congregation had ever owned.  

The service opened with prayer, and then everyone went outside for the dedication service, during 

which the bell was rung for the first time at the church’s present location. Memorial funds were used 

to build the tower, and men of the church assisted with the installation.  

 Our church was organized in a home in 1840, with 14 charter members. Later, they worshiped 

in a little cabin schoolhouse. By 1853 the congregation had grown, and a small white frame church 

was built. It was then that the bell, a gift of David Patterson, was installed in the belfry of the new 

church. In 1899, a new brick building replaced the frame church, and the old bell was moved to the 

new building.  

 In 1973, the congregation moved to a new building east of town. The bell was removed and 

stored at that time, but was not used again until the bell tower was completed. The bell tower cross 

was constructed in 1976 as Agri–Fab’s first fabrication project.  

  

 Recently, conversations began about the possibility of restoring the function of the bell. 

Through Memorial Funds honoring Rev. Jim Ellerbrook and Susan Wade, as well as the efforts and 

research of a few kind volunteers, the bell’s function has been restored. When you arrive at church  

on Sunday, you will notice that the bell tower has been also been restored with a fresh coat of paint. 

 Once again, the bell will continue to ring, signifying the gathering of God’s people in worship. 

  

       See you Sunday, 

 

 

       Pastor Grant  



   

The Christian Messenger  Page 2 

Moultrie County Relay for Life 

The American Cancer Society is committed to saving lives from 

cancer, but they can't do it without you. Each person who joins 

Relay for Life can take pride in knowing that they are working 

towards creating a world free from the pain and suffering of this 

disease. Your donations help the American Cancer Society fund 

groundbreaking cancer research, critical patient care services, 

education and prevention initiatives, and so much more. 

This summer‘s Moultrie County Relay for Life is Friday, August 11, 6 pm–12 am, at the Sullivan High 

School track. FCC has a team entered, so see or call Judy or Barry Featheringill at 855-0323 or the 

church office to sign up! There are no set times to walk, just when you can anytime during the 

relay‘s hours. There will be T-shirts available.  

Luminarias light the Relay for Life path throughout the night in honor of a life touched by cancer. 

You can dedicate them to a loved one lost, someone currently battling, or anyone who’s overcome 

it. You’ll see the Luminarias decorated with names, and sometimes messages, to the people they’re 

dedicated to. If you would like to make a donation for a Luminaria, forms are available in the church 

office or see Judy or Barry Featheringill (855-0429). 

VBS News from Pastor Grant 

It's a truth that needs to be repeated: we live in a great community! 

This past week we hosted Vacation Bible School. We had fifty       

children registered, and had an average attendance of about         

forty-five kids.  

As our service project, we decided to raise funds for school supplies. 

We had seen how a local student started "Bella's backpacks” and  

decided we would love to join her efforts. We were able to donate  

six full backpacks for students in need. Thanks to Bella for being such a caring young woman!  

Additionally, one of our craft projects was to participate in the wildly popular “Sullivan Rocks!”  

Katrina Lynn, who is the leader of this group, was so gracious to come and share with the kids  

about the program. She helped them paint their own rocks to spread some love through our     

community, AND Moultrie County Redi-Mix was generous to us by donating fifty rocks that could  

be painted!  

The next time you doubt that we live in an awesome community, I invite you to think again! The 

next time you doubt that we are an awesome church with awesome people, I invite you to think 

again! 
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Church Camp  

The week of July 17 was an exciting one for two of our Jr. High kids: 

Ethan Smith and Matthew Wesselman. They were able to attend 

church camp at Camp Walter Scott. It was a very hot week, but both 

Matthew and Ethan approached the week with a positive attitude, 

and both had life-changing experiences. Matthew reported that his 

favorite part of camp was the lake, and Ethan said his favorite part of camp was swimming. 

Leona Reedy attended CYF for high schoolers the week of June 11, also at Camp Walter Scott.      

Be sure to read Leona’s “Thank You” in this newsletter, and it is also on the office bulletin board. 

Thank you for continuing to support our children and youth, giving them these types of wonderful 

opportunities.   

Online Giving 

Back in 2013, we made the decision to begin offering online      

giving to our church family. We recognized that we live in a world 

that is increasingly digital. To date, we have received nearly 

$100,000 in online donations.  

Since we began using Easy Tithe in 2013, the digital world has continued to evolve. Other giving 

platforms have emerged, and we have occasionally reviewed our decision to continue with Easy 

Tithe. 

Recently, our denomination (Disciples of Christ) began a partnership with a new giving platform 

called Givelify. After talking with a representative and reviewing their business model, a decision  

has been made to begin using Givelify as our online giving platform.  

If you have considered making your offering contribution electronically, now is a great time to       

get it setup. You can download the Givelify app for your smartphone or go to their website:             

https://www.givelify.com. If you need help or have any questions, please contact the church office. 

Sullivan Elementary School Supply Drive 

We here at FCC have an opportunity to continue our efforts to provide school supplies to those in 

need. In partnership with SES/PTO/SAMA, we have agreed to provide supplies for third grade      

students. We do not yet know how many students are in need, but are expecting to provide supplies 

for approximately twenty children. We have already raised some funds to help with this project, but 

could certainly use more support. 

Would you please let us know if you are willing to help us with this effort? For those of you who  

have already contributed, we will use those funds toward this project. The cost to buy supplies for 

one third grade student is somewhere around $60. We have the list available, which is attached,  

and would love it if you would like to do the shopping yourself. All supplies can be put into a large 

brown paper bag and dropped off at the church. We need these supplies by Sunday, August 13.      

If you are unable to do the shopping yourself, but would like to sponsor a student, please let us 

know. Our hope is to get whole sets of supplies, instead of trying to piece together sets from       

miscellaneous supplies dropped off here at church.  

https://www.givelify.com
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Ladies of Faith  

This group meets each week on Thursday morning at 10:00 am 

at 5 West Coffee Lounge, and women of all ages are invited to attend. 

This is a great way to spend an hour each week sharing your thoughts 

and prayers, have a devotion, and get to know each other better.        

See you Thursday morning! 

AMEN Men’s Group  

Men of all ages are invited to the AMEN Men’s Group on August 19, 

at 8:00 am. They meet on the third Saturday of each month in the 

FCC Pavilion for food, fellowship, and discussion of matters of faith. 

Mending Hearts 

Everyone is welcome to join our grief group, Mending Hearts, on August 26, at 10:00 am, here at 

FCC in the Parlor. They share ideas, readings, activities, and thoughts with one another that help with 

the process of learning to live with loss and grief. They meet the last Saturday of each month. 

Monthly All-Church Workday 

Since Pastor Grant will be gone the 7th, we will meet Monday,      

August 14, here at FCC for our next Monthly All-Church Workday. 

We’ll start at 9:00 am and finish by 11:00 am, but you can come   

later and leave earlier if you need to — every little bit helps!  

A few projects around the building that we will be working on are:  

 Replace exit signs 

 Repaint parking lot stripes 

 Room divider removal 

 General cleaning  

Feel free to bring whatever tools you feel necessary for the job you plan to help with. Many hands 

make light work! 

Quilting & Sewing Class 

August 12 will find the Quilting & Sewing Class, offered by the U of I      

Extension Service, meeting for the second time. No sewing experience is 

needed, there is no fee, and the class is open to kids and adults. The    

classes meet here at FCC in the Fellowship Hall on the second Saturday   

of each month from 9:00 am–11:30 am. 

For information, please call instructors Brenda Pierce at 752–6727 or Sharon White at 728–4791. 
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August Serving Schedule 
Elders 

Richard Glazebrook & Harry McCorkle 

Deacons  

Prep & Serve: Steve Poland 
Serve: Carol Glazebrook & Theresa Poland 
Checker & Serve: Jack Cavanaugh 

Worship Leaders 

August 6: Melissa Dolan  August 20: Richard Glazebrook 
August 13: Dave Walker   August 27: Richard Glazebrook 

Tech Booth 

Media: 13th & 20th – Madeline VanKeuren; 6th & 27th – Mike Smith 
Sound: David Horsman 

Thank You 

 

 

GriefShare 

GriefShare is a weekly, nondenominational grief support group. This 

program features biblical concepts for healing from grief after the death 

of a spouse, child, family member, or friend. 

GriefShare will meet here at FCC on Tuesday evenings from 6 pm–8 pm for twelve weeks,           

beginning August 22 and ending November 7, 2017. There is a $20, one time, material fee, and       

scholarships are available. 

Please contact Cheri Rich 728-7808, Betty Wilson 728-2291, or Deb Best 728-4289 for more       

information. Learn more about GriefShare at www.griefshare.org. Everyone is welcome! 

http://www.griefshare.org
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CCIW / Local Church Prayer Calendar 

Aug. 6–12: Parkway Gardens CC Chicago, Spanish CC Chicago, University CC Chicago / First Baptist 

        Church 

Aug. 13–19: FCC Hillsboro, FCC Hoopeston, Central CC Jacksonville / First Presbyterian Church 

Aug. 20–26: United CC Country Club Hills, FCC Dixon, FCC DuQuoin / First United Methodist Church 

Aug. 27–Sept. 2: FCC Creve Coeur, Cuba CC, Central CC Decatur / Highway Church of Christ 

Prayer Requests 

Joys: Generous giving to the School Supply Drive, Successful VBS, New GMP of                            
Denomination–Terry Hord Owens, success of “Jeeping for Jessie” fundraiser &                           
Ethan Smith’s donation 

Concerns: Family of Connie Nolen, Pat Flannell’s father–Jerry Sickler, Tim Cole, Christina Edmonds-
Behrend, Peg Fish, Eric White, John Leonard 

Scripture Readings for August 

-30 

  2  Philippians 2:1-30 

  3  Philippians 3:1-21 

  4  Philippians 4:1-23 

  5  Colossians 1:1-23 

  6  Colossians 1:24–2:5 

  7  Colossians 2:6-19 

  8  Colossians 2:20–3:17 

  9  Colossians 4:2-18 

10  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

11  1 Thessalonians 2:1-16  

12  1 Thessalonians 2:17–3:13 

13  1 Thessalonians 4:1-18 

14  1 Thessalonians 5:1-28 

15  2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

16  2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 

17  2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 

18  1 Timothy 1:1-20 

19  1 Timothy 2:1-15 

20 1 Timothy 3:1-16  

21  1 Timothy 4:1-16 

22  1 Timothy 5:1-25 

23  1 Timothy 6:3-21 

24  2 Timothy 1:1-18 

25  2 Timothy 2:1-26 

26  2 Timothy 3:1-17 

27  2 Timothy 4:1-22 

28  Titus 1:1-16 

29  Titus 2:1-15 

30  Titus 3:1-15 

31  Philemon 1-25   

Holiday Market 

It might seem a little early, but time flies by, and autumn leaves will be 

falling before we know it! This year the Holiday Market will be held on 

November 4, 2017, 9 am–1:30 pm. Please mark your calendars and be 

thinking about how you would like to help, what you might wish to 

donate, or what you might like to create and make! Contact Peggy     

Hargis at 728-2903 or 259-1838 with any questions or ideas. 
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August Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Calendar 

Sundays — 9:30 am Fellowship, 10:00 am Worship, 10:15 am Kids’ Church 

Weekly Fellowship Hall Use — 5:00 am–6:00 am Monday-Wednesday-Friday – Chix in Training 

              9:00 am–10:30 am Thursday – Weight Watchers 

 

Tues–Wed, Aug 1–9  Pastor Grant on Vacation 

Thursday, Aug 3  10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

Monday, Aug 7   6:00 pm–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, Aug 9  5:45 pm Elders’ Meeting 

Thursday, Aug 10  10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

Friday, Aug 11   6:30 pm–12:00 am Moultrie County Relay for Life at Sullivan High School 

Saturday, Aug 12  9:00 am–11:30 am 4-H Quilting/Sewing Class in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, Aug 13   1:00 pm–4:00 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 

Monday, Aug 14  9:00 am–11:00 am Monthly All-Church Workday 

    6:00 pm–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, Aug 17  10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

    12:00 pm Board Reports Due 

Saturday, Aug 19  8:00 am AMEN Men’s Group Meeting in Pavilion 

Monday, Aug 21  6:00 pm–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, Aug 23  6:00 pm Board Meeting in Parlor 

Thursday, Aug 24  10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

Saturday, Aug 26  10:00 am Mending Hearts Meeting in Parlor 

Monday, Aug 28  3:00 pm Newsletter Articles Due 

    6:00 pm–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, Aug 31  10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

 

Birthdays 

  3  Kelly Cole 

      Kathryn Hutchcraft 

  4  Brant Jesse 

  5  Riley McPheeters 

      Bob Webb 

  6  Kimberly Wallace 

  7  Rita Florey 

  9  Madisyn Cole 

10  Danielle Standerfer 

11  Sharon Walker 

14  Mary Lou Kidwell 

      Chris Ray 

      Nancy Robbins 

15 Kelsey Doyle 

      Pat Flannell 

      Greg Florey  

16  Andrew Sparrow 

19  Shelly Snelling 

      Gavin Wade 

20  Betty Janes 

      Marcia Thompson 

21  Karen Dyer 

      Derek Elder 

23  Dick Burcham 

24  Steve Monroe 

25  Jonathan Gavin 

      Brad Graven 

      Hannah McMahan 

27  Kelly Sparrow 

28  Jan Dust 

      Dustin Lane 

29  Hugh Reynolds 

Anniversaries   

  6  Tyler & Hannah McMahan 

   7  Dick & Nancy Burcham 

      Dan & Pat Flannell 

11 Mike & Ruth Shasteen 

13 Kevin & Robin Sesko 

15 Jack & Marilyn Rogers 

27  Ron & Sharon White   
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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
1357 CR 1200 E 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

Return Service Requested 

Worship with us! 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Kids’ Church: 10:15 am 

 

Contact us! 

Rev. Grant Wade, Pastor • grant@fccsullivan.org • 217.454.9090 

Julie Ramsey, Administrative Assistant • office@fccsullivan.org • 217.728.7351 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 12:30 – 3:00 pm, Monday – Thursday; Closed Friday 
 

Connect with us! 

Website: www.fccsullivan.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fccsullivan 

«AddressBlock» 


