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The Christian Messenger 
August 2018 

Grant’s Good News 

Rev. Grant Wade      
  

Here I am Lord, what’s next? 

 When is the last time you asked that question? It’s 

a question I try to ask often, the problem is I don’t always 

want to hear the answer I’m given. Maybe you can relate 

to that, which leads to another question… 

 

How long will I continue to ignore what God is asking me to do? 

 If we’re going to ask God to show us what is next, then we need to be receptive to whatever 

that is. The trouble is that for many of us, we decide we’re going to ignore what God is so clearly 

showing us.  

 For the past year or so I’ve noticed God urging me to do something specific. Yet for a variety 

of reasons I have ignored, avoided, and simply refused to follow through with God’s clear direction. 

 

Okay God, you win. I’m going to trust you and follow through. 

 By now you’re wondering what in the world I’m writing about… 

 On September 9, I’m starting a small group. This group will meet weekly, on Sundays at   

9:00 am. The focus will be on reading through the Bible in one year. Each gathering will last for 30 

minutes, and will seek to connect the stories of the Bible to the bigger picture of what God has 

done throughout human history, as well as providing accountability for the daily reading. 

 More information will be available in the coming weeks as the plan comes together. My hope 

is that this small group will help anyone who would like to read through the Bible in a year, while 

finding a deeper understanding and appreciation of the Bible and its importance to our lives as 

Christians in the 21st Century.  

 

       See you Sunday, 

 

 

       Pastor Grant 
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Produce Pantry 

If any gardeners or farmers here at FCC have extra produce you would like   

to share with other church members, the “Produce Pantry” is set up in the 

lobby for your convenience. At this time, there are tomatoes in the Pantry 

waiting to be taken home by someone who can use them. This is a great way 

to share our blessings with others! 

Online Giving 

It’s been a year ago already that the decision was made to begin 

using Givelify as our online giving platform. Since then, there have 

been several church members who have signed up to participate in 

online giving. Givelify makes it easy and convenient to donate when 

you want, and you can make mobile donations even when you are thousands of miles away. You get 

an immediate confirmation of your donation right in the app and in your email inbox. You’ll always 

know exactly how much you’ve donated. When it’s time to do your taxes, simply export your annual 

giving report from the app. You will receive a PDF file via email that you can use to verify all of your 

church donations.  

Givelify goes above and beyond to safeguard all of your personal and payment information. They            

meticulously verify the identity of every organization in their records and utilize the most robust     

secure payment processing methods.  

If you have considered making your offering contribution electronically, now is a great time to       

get it setup. You can download the Givelify app for your smartphone or go to their website:             

https://www.givelify.com. If you need help or have any questions, please contact the church office. 

Vacation Bible School Wrap-Up 

During the week of July 16–20, FCC was a very busy place! We had a  
great week of Vacation Bible School, and reached over 60 kids with the 
love of Jesus. We had 66 total registered, and close to 55 in attendance 
each evening. All the wonderful volunteers made for a great program,   
and helped show the kids how Jesus “rescues us” in any situation. The   
delicious meals served before the start of the program each evening got 
everyone off to a good start and ready for a fun-filled time of singing,   
playing games, and learning about Jesus. 
 
Again this year, the offering received during VBS, along with the many 
contributions received for this purpose from our congregation, will help 
provide school supplies for students in need at the Elementary School. Our goal is to provide      
supplies for eleven fourth graders. Our total donations so far to help us meet this goal are $677.05!
Thank you to everyone for your generous giving! 

https://www.givelify.com
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1st Tuesday Lunch 

Monical’s Pizza is the place to be on August 7 for 1st Tuesday Lunch! 

Join Pastor Grant and church friends at Monical’s at 11:30 am for 

food, fellowship, and fun! You can RSVP to the church office or just fill 

out the communication slip on Sunday, August 5. Need to wait and 

see or make a last minute decision? That’s okay – come on in to   

Monical’s if you can. The more the merrier! Please join us — everyone is welcome. 

All Church Game Night 

Game Night is back! It was such a success the last time, we’ve just 

got to do it again! Bring your favorite games — cards, board 

games, video games, etc. — to “All Church Game Night” here at 

FCC on Sunday August 26, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. Tables will be 

set up and ready to go, choose what you want to play, and let the 

games begin! This is an event for all ages so invite your family, 

friends, and neighbors for a fun evening of food and fellowship. 

For supper, we’ll provide BBQ sandwiches, drinks, and table      

service, and if you will bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share, we’ll have a great meal!   

Save the date and join us for a fun-filled evening!

FCC Church Choir 

The Choir has been on summer break for the last few months, 

and we’ve enjoyed the “special music” selections that have been 

sung or played by various church members during Sunday     

morning worship services over the summer. FCC is certainly 

blessed with so many talented individuals in our congregation!  

Even though September is a month away, it’s not too early to think about joining the choir. If you like 

to sing, the FCC choir would love to have you – new members are always welcome! The first practice 

will be Wednesday, September 5, at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. If you have any questions, please see 

our choir director, Debbie Seelhoefer.  

Social Media: Facebook 

Don’t forget to check out our Facebook page for encouraging posts and up-to-date 

info on what’s happening at FCC. While you’re there, feel free to leave a “glowing” 

review of the church! By liking and sharing posts from our Facebook page, we are 

able to reach a greater audience in our community. We also encourage you to 

“check-in” on Facebook on Sundays to let others know you’re here! 



   

The Christian Messenger  Page 4 

Ladies of Faith  

Thursday mornings at 10:00 am, you’ll find this group of ladies        

gathered at 5 West Coffee Lounge, sharing their faith over a cup of  

coffee or tea. Women of all ages are welcome to join them for an    

hour or so of discussion, devotion, and great fellowship. See you 

Thursday morning! 

AMEN Men’s Group  

Men of all ages are invited to join this group for their monthly meeting on  

Saturday, Aug.18, at 8:00 am in the Parlor for an uplifting time of praying  

together, discussions of matters of faith, along with food and fellowship.  

Mending Hearts 

Everyone is welcome to join our grief group, Mending Hearts, on Saturday, August 25, at 10:00 am  

here at FCC in the Parlor. They share ideas and activities with one another that help with the process 

of learning to live with loss and grief. The meetings are the last Saturday of each month. 

Community Office Hours 

Most Thursday afternoons you will find Pastor Grant at 5 West Coffee Lounge 

from Noon to 2:00 pm for his Community Office Hours. He welcomes anyone 

from the community or church who may have questions about faith, spiritual 

direction, or even simply would like to be uplifted in prayer. Come on in — 

he’d love to visit with you! 

Coffee & Chat 

Please join Pastor Grant on Wednesday, Aug. 8, as he heads over to 

Courtyard Estates for the monthly “Coffee & Chat.” There will be an     

activity, along with a lesson, to share with the residents, and some  

singing of a few familiar songs. We gather at 9:45 am, our program   

begins at 10:00 am, and we finish up before 11:00 am. This is a great way to serve and be a blessing 

to some of our own church members there, as well as many folks who don’t get a lot of visitors.  

Monthly All-Church Workday 

Please join us on Monday, August 6, from 9-11 am to do some general 

work, repairs, cleaning, etc. around the building. Usually the tasks are  

simple ones – the kind that many hands make light work of. All volunteers 

are welcome. 
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Church Softball 

We play Atwood First Baptist on Sunday, July 29 at 3:45 pm at     

Wyman Park on the North Diamond for our last game of regular 

league play. The League Tournament begins Sunday, August 5,    

but game times and opponents have yet to be determined. 

Check the next Weekly Update for that information. It’s been a 

lot of fun playing this year, getting to know each other better, 

and bonding as a team. Thank you to everyone who came to the games to support the team and 

cheer us on. 

Thank You 

 

Sunday Morning Child Care 

In addition to our usual nursery care that is provided during worship, 

FCC is going to offer child care for any parents who would like to attend 

any of the classes or groups that meet on Sunday mornings. Beginning 

September 9, child care will be provided in the church nursery from   

8:45 am to 9:45 am for children of all ages. Hopes are that this will       

enable parents to attend one of these classes who haven’t been able to 

in the past. If you have any questions, please see Pastor Grant.

Sermons for August 

If you would like to prepare ahead for each week’s sermon, here’s what Pastor Grant has planned for 

August.  

 

Aug. 5: “Jesus Loves Me” 

Aug. 12: “This Little Light of Mine” 

Aug. 19: “Love God” – Matthew 22:34-40 

Aug. 26: “Love People” – Philippians 2:1-4 
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CCIW / Local Church Prayer Calendar 

Aug 5–11: FCC White Hall, FCC Winchester, Iglesia Cristana de Milwaukee / First Baptist Church 

Aug 12–18: FCC Bloomington, Cameron CC, Coldbrook CC / First United Methodist Church 

Aug 19–25: Faith Alive Peoria, Grace CC Aurora, Bethany Park Rantoul / Highway Church of Christ 

Aug 26–Sept 1: FCC Bethany & Marshall Ave. Mattoon, Centennail Bloomington, FCC Blue Mound /  

      Mason Point Chapel 

Prayer Requests 

Joys: Bonnie Turner’s surgery went well & she is doing well, Thank You to VBS volunteers, Pastor 
Grant accepted into Northern Seminary, successful movie showing, donation for box fans to Senior 
Center 

Concerns: Ganesh Babulal–surgery complications, Pat Burcham, Megan Thompson, Cheryl Collins, 
Jim Dycus, Tim & Helen Cole, Peg Fish, John Leonard, Jared Davis 

Scripture Readings for August 

  1  1 Corinthians 3:1-23 

  2  1 Corinthians 4:1-21 

  3  1 Corinthians 5:1-13 

  4  1 Corinthians 6:1-20 

  5  1 Corinthians 7:1-24 

  6  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

  7  1 Corinthians 9:1-27 

  8  1 Corinthians 10:1—11:1 

  9  1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

10  1 Corinthians 12:12-31  

11  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

12  1 Corinthians 16:1-24 

13  2 Corinthians 1:1-24 

14  2 Corinthians 2:1-17 

15  2 Corinthians 3:1-18 

16  2 Corinthians 4:1-15 

17  2 Corinthians 4:16—5:10 

18  2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

19  2 Corinthians 6:1—7:1 

20  2 Corinthians 7:2-16  

21  2 Corinthians 8:1-24 

22  2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

23  2 Corinthians 10:1-18 

24  2 Corinthians 11:1-15 

25  2 Corinthians 11:16-33 

26  2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

27  2 Corinthians 12:11-21 

28  2 Corinthians 13:1-13 

29  Hebrews 12:1-11 

30  Hebrews 12:12-29 

31  Hebrews 13:1-25 

August Serving Schedule 

Elders      

Richard Glazebrook 

Harry McCorkle 

 

Worship Leaders 

Aug 5: Erin Wade   

Aug 12: Dave Walker 

Aug 19: Melissa Dolan 

Aug 26: Richard Glazebrook 

Deacons 

Prep & Serve: Jan Dotson 

Serve: Lori Harbaugh 

Serve: Scott Neal 

Check & Serve: TBD 

Tech Booth 

Media: Mike Smith 

Sound: David Horsman 
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Calendar 

Sundays — 9:30 am Coffee & Cookies, 10:00 am Worship, 10:15 am Kids’ Church 

Thursdays — 9:00–10:30 am Weight Watchers in Fellowship Hall 

          10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

          Noon–2:00 pm Pastor Grant’s Community Office Hours at 5 West Coffee Lounge 

               
Sunday, Aug 5  TBD Softball League Tourney Week 1 

Monday, Aug 6  9:00–11:00 am Monthly All-Church Workday 

    6:30 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, Aug 7  11:30 am 1st Tuesday Lunch at Monical’s Pizza 

Wednesday, Aug 8  10:00 am Coffee & Chat at Courtyard Estates 

    5:45 pm Elders’ Meeting 

Sunday, Aug 12  TBD Softball League Tourney Week 2 

Monday, Aug 13  6:30 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall  

Thursday, Aug 16  12:00 pm Board Reports Due 

Saturday, Aug 18  8:00 am AMEN Men’s Group in Parlor 

Monday, Aug 20  12:00 pm Newsletter Articles Due 

Wednesday, Aug 22 6:00 pm Board Meeting in Parlor 

Saturday, Aug 25  10:00 am Mending Hearts Group in Parlor 

Sunday, Aug 26  5:00–7:00 pm All Church Game Night in Fellowship Hall 

Monday, Aug 27  6:30 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
  3  Kelly Cole 

  4  Brant Jesse 

  5  Riley McPheeters 

      Bob Webb 

  6  Kimberly Wallace 

  7  Rita Florey 

  9  Madisyn Cole 

10  Danielle Standerfer 

11  Sharon Walker 

14  Mary Lou Kidwell 

      Chris Ray 

      Nancy Robbins 

15  Kelsey Doyle 

      Pat Flannell 

      Greg Florey 

16  Andrew Sparrow 

19  Shelly Snelling 

      Gavin Wade 

20  Betty Janes 

      Marcia Thompson 

21  Karen Dyer 

      Derek Elder 

23  Dick Burcham 

24  Steve Monroe 

25  Jonathan Gavin 

      Brad Graven 

      Hannah McMahan 

27  Kelly Sparrow 

28  Jan Dust 

      Dustin Lane 

      Skylar Nowlin 

29  Hugh Reynolds 

Anniversaries   

  6  Tyler & Hannah McMahan 

  7  Dick & Nancy Burcham 

      Dan & Pat Flannell 

11 Mike & Ruth Shasteen 

13 Kevin & Robin Sesko 

15 Jack & Marilyn Rogers 

27  Ron & Sharon White   

August 
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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
1357 CR 1200 E 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

Return Service Requested 

Worship with us! 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Kids’ Church: 10:15 am 

 

Contact us! 
Rev. Grant Wade, Pastor • grant@fccsullivan.org • 217.454.9090 

Julie Ramsey, Administrative Assistant • office@fccsullivan.org • 217.728.7351 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 12:30 – 3:00 pm, Monday – Thursday; Closed Friday 
 

Connect with us! 
Website: www.fccsullivan.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fccsullivan 

«AddressBlock» 


