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The Christian Messenger 
February 2018 

Grant’s Good News 

Rev. Grant Wade      
  

It seems like we just got through Advent and Christmas, 
and here we are only a couple of weeks away from the 
beginning of the church season known as Lent. The 
church seasons are meant to provide a rhythm for our 
spiritual lives. They help guide us through the story of 
what it means to be a Christian. Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebration 
of Easter. By observing the 40 days of Lent, we replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into 
the desert for 40 days. 

For the past few years, we have held an Ash Wednesday service to begin the season of Lent          
together. As sometimes happens, this service started with a good deal of interest, which has since 
waned. It is silly to simply continue doing something for the sake of doing it, especially if it isn’t 
meaningful for a majority of our church family.  

This year, we’d like to try something different. I shared with the Elders an idea that I have seen    
practiced elsewhere, and we agreed that it would be worthwhile to try here in Sullivan. So, in place 
of a traditional Ash Wednesday service this year, we’re going to do “Ashes-to-Go.” We are currently 
finalizing plans and details, but the essential idea is to have a “drive-thru” system setup whereby the 
Elders and I can impose Ashes, say a prayer, and share a blessing.  

Since Ash Wednesday this year falls on Valentine’s Day, we thought this would be a good year to try 
something new. We will setup at an accessible location in Sullivan from 11 am–1 pm and again from  
4 pm–6 pm, and allow folks to drive-thru.  

This is certainly an “out-of-the-box” idea, and we would love your support in this endeavor. We have 
no way of predicting if this will be meaningful for those in our community, but we believe that if you 
participate and invite others to participate, it will be a meaningful experience.  

We will share more specific details as the date approaches, but in the meantime, we would            
appreciate your prayer for this event, and hope you will begin sharing about it with others.  

 

 

 
Pastor Grant 
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1st Tuesday Lunch 

Everyone is invited to join Pastor Grant for lunch at the VFW on 

Tuesday, February 6, at 11:30 am. Good food, good fellowship, 

good friends — what more could  you ask for! You can RSVP to 

the church office or fill out the communication slip on Sunday, 

February 4. If you don’t know ahead of time if you can come, 

that’s okay – come on in to the VFW if you can. The more the 

merrier! Please join us – everyone is welcome. 

Family Event – Food, Fun, & Games 

Join us here at the church on Sunday, February 25, for our 

monthly Family Event. People of all ages are welcome, but 

this event is specifically geared for families with children  

(of any age) for a fun afternoon of games and fellowship! 

We’ll have lunch at 11:30 am, and then spend time     

hanging out and playing games. Feel free to bring your  

favorite, but we’ll have ping pong, bags, UNO, pie face, 

etc. We’ll wrap up around 2:00 pm. 

Week of Compassion 

It is easy to feel overwhelmed when we look at all the areas of 

need in God’s world: there is hunger, sickness, and injustice in so 

many communities. It is easy to feel that we are too small, too    

insignificant to make a difference, to believe that nothing we do 

can help. We can feel trapped by hopelessness and fear that 

there is little we can do to truly make an impact. But there is 

hope! Better yet: we are that hope! 

Week of Compassion works through a remarkable network of 

church partner organizations and partnerships that insures that our response to humanitarian needs 

in the world is efficient, effective, and faithful. Through these partnerships, Disciples are able to join 

a tapestry of caring that brings help and hope to hurting people in every corner of the world.  

We will be receiving our Week of Compassion offering on two Sundays, February 18, and again on 

February 25, during worship.  

Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sandwiches 

If you ordered Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sandwiches, they will be ready for pickup after 

worship this Sunday, February 4, in the Fellowship Hall. There will be extra sandwiches 

for sale!                       

We will be assembling the sub sandwiches on Saturday at 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. If you 

would like to help in any way, please call Brenda Kroll 665-3050 or call the church office.  
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Lenten Devotional 

Kids’ Church 

Kids’ Church is available to all children Pre-K through 

5th grade, and takes place each Sunday. 

Children are dismissed after the Children's Moment 

during worship. We believe it is valuable to have  

children in worship as it gives them time to see what 

it's like. At the same time, we want children to be 

able to learn in an environment that is on their level.  

We have a wonderful rotation of volunteers who have many years of experience working with and 

teaching children. They operate on a monthly rotation, so your child will spend each month getting 

to know one of our volunteers. We are currently looking for additional volunteers to join the rotation, 

so if that is something you would be interested in helping with, would you please let Pastor Grant 

know? 

We use a rotation of curriculum, but our primary curriculum is "Holy Moly." Every Holy Moly lesson 

follows a four-part sequence: Discover, Relate, Connect, and Create. Each week, kids watch an      

animated Bible story video, talk about the story, read their Bible Storybook or Bible, and try a        

creative leaflet activity. 

Lent is about the gospel. It is a time to narrow the     

focus of the Church to the life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, to turn from our sin and trust in His     

atoning work.  

The season of Lent lasts approximately 40 days,         

excluding Sundays, between Ash Wednesday and   

Easter Sunday. The 40 days have obvious biblical     

parallels in the flood narrative (Gen. 6-8), the giving of 

the Law to Moses on Sinai (Exod. 24:12-18), Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:1-12), and 

Jesus’ fasting and temptation in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1-11, Mark 1:9-12, Luke 4:1-13). The last of 

these accounts is most relevant to the season.  

Originally a preparation period for those desiring to be baptized, Lent eventually became embedded 

into Christian tradition as a season for the Church to symbolically follow Christ into the wilderness. It 

is a time for fasting and self-denial, though not for denial itself. It is a period to empty ourselves of 

lesser things so that we might be filled with the greater things of the gospel. Whereas Advent is a 

season of ever-increasing light awaiting the incarnation of Christ, Lent is a season of ever-decreasing 

light approaching the cross. 

This year we’d like to share a wonderful resource from The Village Church. They have a seven-week 

devotional to guide you through the season of Lent. You can access it via our website, 

www.fccsullivan.org and go to the “media” tab, or you can pick up a printed copy from the church 

office.  

https://www.fccsullivan.org/
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Ladies of Faith  

This group meets each week on Thursday morning at 10:00 am at 5 West  

Coffee Lounge for coffee and tea, and women of all ages are invited to    

attend. This is a great way to spend an hour each week sharing your 

thoughts and prayers, have a devotion, and get to know each other    

better. See you Thursday morning! 

AMEN Men’s Group  

Saturday, February 17, at 8:00 am, is this month’s AMEN Men’s Group 

meeting. Men of all ages are welcome! They meet on the third Saturday 

of each month in the FCC Parlor for food, fellowship, and discussions of 

matters of faith. 

Mending Hearts 

Everyone is welcome to join our grief group, Mending Hearts, on February 24, at 10:00 am, here at 

FCC in the Parlor. They share ideas, readings, activities, and thoughts with one another that help with 

the process of learning to live with loss and grief. The meetings are the last Saturday of each month. 

Monthly All-Church Workday 

All-Church Workday this month is Monday, February 5, 9:00–11:00 am, 

and is for anyone (men & women!) who would like to help. This month 

we’ll be working on safety inspections/repairs. We have identified      

several small projects that need to be completed, and will be checking 

our building more thoroughly for small fixes that need to be done. Feel free to bring whatever 

tools you feel necessary for the job.  

Quilting & Sewing Class 

The Quilting & Sewing Class, offered by the U of I Extension Service, and 

led by Brenda Pierce and Sharon White, will meet next on Saturday,  

February 10, from 9–11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.  

Coffee & Chat 

Please join us on Wednesday, February 14, Valentine’s Day, as we head over 

to Courtyard Estates for our monthly “Coffee & Chat.” Pastor Grant will have 

a fun activity, along with a lesson, to share with the residents, and Deb Best 

will be playing some familiar songs on the piano while everyone sings along. 

Nancy Elder usually brings a delicious treat to serve the residents, along with 

coffee and tea. We gather at 9:45 am, our program begins at 10 am, and we finish up before 11 am. 

This is a great and simple way to be a blessing to some of our own church members there, as well as 

many folks who don’t get a lot of visitors. We’d love to have you there! 
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Bits from the Board 

A security/safety planning team was formed a couple of months ago and made an initial presentation 

to the board. Many small steps are being taken to ensure our safety here at the church. The team is 

working on putting together an emergency plan to ensure everyone knows what to do in the event of 

a tornado, fire, etc. The team’s primary finding to this point is the need for new entry doors that can 

be exited while locked. The board approved the door replacement project.  

Pastor Grant reported that he had the privilege of nominating and presenting the SCED’s Citizen of 

the Year award to Rev. Paul McGhghy. Pastor Paul is now retired and has done many great things 

serving our community, and Pastor Grant was honored to be able to present the award.  

As always, if you would like to receive a copy of the board packet via email, just let the church office 

know.  

Baptism 

One day as Jesus and his disciples were traveling in the 

district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked them, “Who do men 

say that the Son of man is?” And they said, “Some say 

John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God.”  (Matthew 16:13-16) 

 It is upon this same confession that Jesus has built his church. Upon accepting Jesus Christ as 

one’s personal savior and, like Simon Peter, making a public confession that Jesus is the Son of God, 

persons have always wished to be baptized following both the example and the direction of Jesus. 

 Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River at the beginning of his ministry. He declared to 

Nicodemus: “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”  

(John 3:5) 

 In being baptized a person enters into the newness of life and is made one with the Body of 

Christ. Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God, through 

faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 

Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ   

Jesus.” (Galatians 3:26-29) 

 One of the great traditions of our church is baptisms on Easter Sunday. If you or your child has 

never been baptized and would be interested in taking this “next step” in your faith, please let Pastor 

Grant know. Baptism is an important step in the life of every believer, and it a powerful witness to God 

at work in your life and in the life of our church.  

Recycling 

We are no longer collecting cans for recycling here at the church. There is a can recycling receptacle 

on E-K Petroleum’s lot on Hamilton Street, so we ask that you please take your cans there. The   

money collected helps to provide college scholarships for Sullivan High School graduates. If you 

have any questions, please call the church office. 
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CCIW / Local Church Prayer Calendar 

Feb. 4–10: Union Ave. Litchfield, Long Point CC, Flanagan CC / Solid Rock Chapel 

Feb. 11–17: Church of Christ Uniting Lexington, FCC Marion, FCC Macomb / Southern Baptist Church 

Feb. 18–24: Week of Compassion / Sullivan Church of God 

Feb. 25–March 3: FCC Metropolis, Barneys Prairie CC, FCC Mt. Carmel / Vineyard Church 

Prayer Requests 

Joys: Pastor Grant presented SCED’s Citizen of the Year award to Pastor Paul McGhghy,           
Jack Crane is home 

Concerns: Craig Wigness, Jody Giberson, Family of Lurene Aylward, Jerry & Norma Dolan,      
Frank McCorkle, Tim Cole, Helen Cole, Peg Fish, John Leonard, Jared Davis 

Scripture Readings for February 

  1  Genesis 37:1-36 

  2  Genesis 39:1-23 

  3  Genesis 40:1-23 

  4  Genesis 41:1-36 

  5  Genesis 41:37-57 

  6  Genesis 42:1-38 

  7  Genesis 43:1-34 

  8  Genesis 44:1-34 

  9  Genesis 45:1-28 

10  Genesis 46:1-34 

11  Genesis 47:1-31 

12  Genesis 48:1-22 

13  Genesis 49:29—50:26 

14  Psalm 51 

15  Psalm 52 

16  Psalm 73 

17  Psalm 108 

18  Hebrews 11:1-22 

19  Hebrews 11:23-40 

20  Joshua 1:1-18 

21 Joshua 2:1-24 

22  Joshua 3:1-17 

23  Joshua 4:1—5:1 

24  Joshua 6:1-27 

25  Ruth 1:1-22 

26  Ruth 2:1-23 

27  Ruth 3:1-18 

28  Ruth 4:1-22 

February Serving Schedule 

Elders 

Richard Glazebrook  

Harry McCorkle 

Deacons          Worship Leaders 

Prep & Serve: Carol Glazebrook      Feb. 4: Dave Walker          Feb 18: Richard Glazebrook 

Serve: Candy Monroe & Pam Jesse     Feb. 11: Dave Horsman     Feb 25: Richard Glazebrook 

Checker & Serve: Wilma Durbin 

Tech Booth 

Media: Mike Smith  

Sound: Kyle Kroll            
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Calendar 

Sundays — 9:30 am Fellowship, 10:00 am Worship, 10:15 am Kids’ Church 

Thursdays — 10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

Weekly Fellowship Hall Use — 5:00–6:00 am Monday-Wednesday-Friday – Chix in Training 

              9:00–10:30 am Thursday – Weight Watchers 

 

Saturday, Feb 3   11:00 am Assemble Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sandwiches in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, Feb 4   11:00 am Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sandwich Pick-Up in Fellowship Hall 

Monday, Feb 5   9:00–11:00 am Monthly All-Church Workday 

Tuesday, Feb 6   11:30 am 1st Tuesday Lunch at Sullivan VFW 

Wednesday, Feb 7  7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Saturday, Feb 10  9:00 am–4:00 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 

    9:00–11:30 am Quilting/Sewing Class in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, Feb 14  Valentine’s Day 

    10:00 am Coffee & Chat at Courtyard Estates 

    5:45 pm Elders’ Meeting; 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday, Feb 15  3:00 pm Board Reports Due 

    5:00–6:30 pm Head Start Meeting/Dinner in Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, Feb 17  8:00 am AMEN Men’s Group in Parlor 

Sunday, Feb. 18  Week of Compassion Special Offering during Worship 

Monday, Feb 19  Presidents’ Day; 12:00 pm Newsletter Articles Due 

Wednesday, Feb 21  7:00 pm Choir 

Saturday, Feb 24  10:00 am Mending Hearts Meeting in Parlor 

    12:00–5:00 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 

Sunday, Feb 25   Week of Compassion Special Offering during Worship 

    11:30 am Family Event – Lunch and Games here at FCC 

Wednesday, Feb 28  6:00 pm Board Meeting in Parlor 

    7:00 pm Choir Practice 

February Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

  1  Krystin Best 

  3  Cathrine Craig 

      Michael Edmonds 

      Kristen Jesse 

  7  Vienna Freese 

  8  Judy Sumner 

  9  Robert Webb 

10  Ben Allen 

      Leslie Campbell 

      Mary McLaughlin 

13  Lauren Sesko 

14  Helen McCorkle 

  

17  JR Craig 

      Julie McClain 

      Stepheny McMahon 

18  Janet Daily 

      Janet Reedy 

20  AJ McPheeters 

25  Darian Sparrow 

27  Richard Glazebrook 

      Roger Glazebrook 

      Andrew Smith 

28  Brandon Stone 

  

Anniversaries   

  9  Brad & Cheri Burcham 

19  Jim & Margi Gaither 

28  Robert & Susie Webb 
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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
1357 CR 1200 E 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

Return Service Requested 

Worship with us! 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Kids’ Church: 10:15 am 

 

Contact us! 
Rev. Grant Wade, Pastor • grant@fccsullivan.org • 217.454.9090 

Julie Ramsey, Administrative Assistant • office@fccsullivan.org • 217.728.7351 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 12:30 – 3:00 pm, Monday – Thursday; Closed Friday 
 

Connect with us! 
Website: www.fccsullivan.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fccsullivan 

«AddressBlock» 


