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The Christian Messenger 
November 2017 

Grant’s Good News 

Rev. Grant Wade 

It seems that one of the biggest challenges that churches face these 

days is the host vs. guest mentality. We live in a “consumption culture,”  

which means that most of the people in our country want guest privileges.  

Many of us have been following Jesus for quite some time, and many  

of us have been attending FCC for quite some time. So, if we are still      

coming each Sunday expecting guest privileges, we’ve got a problem!      

Respectfully I would say, “Come on now, we have to do better!” 

Allow me to explain more fully what I mean. 

If I come to your house to visit, as a guest what do I expect? I expect you to be there! Not just 

to be there, but to be there early, to welcome me! I expect that you’re going to fill the role of host, 

and I the role of guest. So, when I say that a lot of Christians want guest privileges, what I mean is, 

we’re coming to church at the last minute, we’re leaving early, we get what we want, we focus solely 

on getting our needs met, and then we move on to next Sunday. Each Sunday is about “me” and 

what my wants/desires/preferences are.  

This may seem insignificant to you, but it matters. It matters to your discipleship and it matters 

to the health of our church. Take another example, the parking lot. Where do you park on Sundays? 

Do you have a host or guest mentality? Do you think of others when you decide where you’re going 

to park? Or do you just take the closest spot that you can find? Being a host means that you think 

about these things. It means that you consider others who may have children, or those who may not 

be able to walk very far because of health issues.  

Being a host means we give up our preferences. It means we put others’ needs before our 

own. It means we consider sitting toward the center of the pew so that others who are new have an 

easy place to squeeze in. It might seem small, but it’s a reminder of this guest vs. host mentality.      

It means that if you are in a particular part of the church or in one of the restrooms and you see    

garbage on the floor, you don’t just walk past it. The church isn’t a restaurant or event where you 

come simply to consume something and to be served by others. 

We need to realize that having a guest mentality prevents us from growing in our faith and 

from being able to help others grow deeper in theirs. If we want to be followers of Jesus, we need  

to learn how to be hosts. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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Grant’s Good News (continued) 

You’ve probably heard this before, expressed as the 80/20 principle. 20% of the people do 

80% of the work. Some researchers say it’s actually closer to 90/10. I think we do better than this, but 

what we ought to see is 100% of us doing 100% of the work God has called us to. Whether it be 

young people, old people, women, men — if FCC is your church, then we need YOU.  

My hope and prayer is that you’ll give this some thought. Ask yourself the question next time 

you’re here, what does it look like to shift from a guest to host mentality? 

 
       See you Sunday, 
 
 
       Pastor Grant 

Holiday Market 

It’s time! The Holiday Market is a week away — and it will be 

here in the blink of an eye! The preparation for this event is 

quite an undertaking, and — to everyone involved in any way 

— your time and effort spent to support this event is greatly 

appreciated! 

We will be setting up the Shops after worship this Sunday, 

the 29th. Any and all help will be appreciated! Donated 

“goodies” for the Bakery need to be brought to the church 

by 9:00 am on Friday, November 3. All other items may be 

brought to the church beginning Monday, October 30.     

Anyone wanting their unsold items returned to them need to 

pick them up by 10:00 am on Monday, November 6.  

If you would like to help but haven’t signed up yet, or if you 

have any questions, please call Peggy Hargis at 259-1838 or 

728-2903 or call the church office at 728-7351. 

Spread the word! Invite your friends and neighbors!  

Thanksgiving Offering 

The Thanksgiving Special Offering for the Disciples Mission Fund will be received 

during worship on Sunday, November 12 and November 19. This offering provides 

direct support to Disciples colleges, universities and theological institutions.       

Disciples have a long history of post-secondary and theological education. This   

offering provides a direct connection to fourteen colleges or universities, three seminaries, and four 

seminary foundations/divinity houses. Gifts from the Disciples Mission Fund Thanksgiving Offering 

continue a Disciples tradition of developing leaders for our communities and the church. Your gifts 

will directly impact the lives of leaders who will serve the church for years to come.  
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Community Thanksgiving Worship Service 
At this time, the location for the Community Thanksgiving Service has yet to be determined, but we 

do know that Pastor Grant will be bringing the message the evening of November 19. You won’t 

want to miss it! As is the past, an offering will be received. It is one of the main sources of support 

for the Sullivan Area Ministerial Association. Nursery care will be provided for children four years and 

under. Watch for more information to come in the Weekly Update and bulletin inserts. 

1st Tuesday Lunch 

Take time out of your busy day and join Pastor Grant for lunch on      

November 7, at 11:30 am, at the VFW. Good food, good fellowship —

what more could you ask for! You can RSVP to the church office or fill 

out the communication slip on November 5. If you don’t know ahead 

of time, that’s okay – come on out to the VFW if you can. The more 

the merrier! Please join us – everyone is welcome. 

Youth Summit 

This year CCIW is hosting their biennial youth event for youth in our  

region, Summit, November 17–19. Summit takes place at Lake       

Williamson Christian Center in Carlinville, IL. Summit is a jam-packed 

weekend of worship, learning, and fun! We have three students who 

are attending this year: Leona Reedy, Ethan Smith, and Matthew  

Wesselman. We are in need of two volunteers (1 male, 1 female) to 

attend with them and help this weekend be one that is life changing 

for them!  If you are interested in helping out, you can find more info about Summit HERE or speak 

with Pastor Grant about this wonderful event. 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

It’s time to change your clocks again! Daylight Saving Time ends 

Sunday, November 5, at 2:00 am. That means an extra hour of 

sleep Saturday night to wake up refreshed for church! This is also   

a good time to change your smoke alarm batteries! 

Veterans Sunday 

Please join us for a special recognition of our Veterans on Sunday,      

November 12, during  worship. You won’t wont to miss this wonderful 

tribute to honor those who have served and are currently serving our 

country. 

https://cciwdisciples.org/2017/03/summit-2017/
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Ladies of Faith  

This group meets each week on Thursday morning at 10:00 am at 5 West  

Coffee Lounge, and women of all ages are invited to attend. This is a great 

way to spend an hour each week sharing your thoughts and prayers, have a 

devotion, and get to know each other better. See you Thursday morning! 

AMEN Men’s Group  

Saturday, November 18, at 8:00 am, is this month’s AMEN Men’s 

Group meeting. Men of all ages are welcome! They meet on the third 

Saturday of each month in the FCC Pavilion for food, fellowship, and 

discussions of matters of faith. 

Mending Hearts 

Everyone is welcome to join our grief group, Mending Hearts, on November 25, at 10:00 am, here at 

FCC in the Parlor. They share ideas, readings, activities, and thoughts with one another that help with 

the process of learning to live with loss and grief. The meetings are the last Saturday of each month. 

Monthly All-Church Workday 

All-Church Workday this month is Monday, November 6, 9–11 am.    

Since it is right after the Holiday Market, we will cleaning up, putting 

things back in place, and getting the church building back to normal. 

If there is any time left, we will find a project to complete. Feel free to 

come and go as you need. Any time you can spend helping is greatly 

appreciated.  

Quilting & Sewing Class 

The Quilting & Sewing Class, offered by the U of I Extension Service, and led by 

Brenda Pierce and Sharon White, will meet next on Saturday, November 18, 

from 9–11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Please note this is on the third Saturday 

for this month. 

Coffee & Chat 

Please join us on Wednesday, November 8, as we head over to Courtyard   

Estates for our monthly “Coffee & Chat.” Pastor Grant prepares a fun activity, 

along with a lesson, to share with the residents, and Deb Best plays some  

familiar songs on the piano while everyone sings along. Nancy Elder usually 

brings a delicious treat to serve the residents, along with coffee and tea. We gather at 9:45 am, and 

our program begins at 10:00 am. We spend about 45 minutes with them, and then clear out in time 

for the staff to prepare the dining room for lunch. This is a great and simple way to be a blessing to 

some of our own church members there, as well as many folks who don’t get a lot of visitors.  
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November Serving Schedule 
Elders 

Cheri Rich & Harry McCorkle 

Deacons  

Prep & Serve: Mike Smith 
Serve: Kyle Kroll & Diann Smith 
Checker & Serve: Charlie Bragg 

Worship Leaders 

November 5: Barry Featheringill   November 19: Bob Elder 
November 12: Judy Featheringill   November 26: Nancy Elder 

Tech Booth 

Media: Don Typer – 5th; Madeline VanKeuren – 12th, 19th, 26th 
Sound: Scott Neal 

Church World Service 

This year, in place of Christmas shoeboxes, we’ve decided to help out with 

some of the recent disasters that have affected our country (and nearby areas). 

One of the most effective ways we can do this is through a special offering to 

support an organization called Church World Service.  

We have no doubt that Samaritan’s Purse does many great things, but it has 

become apparent that some of their methods and beliefs don’t exactly fit with 

who we are as a church, so we decided for find an organization doing great 

work to help with relief from some of the recent hurricanes and wildfires. CWS does just that.  

Church World Service coordinates the assembly and delivery of three different types of kits, and 

these kits are distributed following major disasters. If you’d like some more information, please visit 

their website: www.cwskits.org  

We’re going to receive donations through the month of November, and will then send all of our   

collected funds at the end of the month. Next year we will look at assembling some kits ourselves, 

but for this year, we think this is the best way to go.  

The three kit options are: 

 Hygiene Kit: $15 

 School Kit: $15 

 Cleanup Bucket: $75 

Please align your donation amount with one (or more) of the above options, and we will see that 

funds are sent for the designated amount for each type of kit.  

And for anyone who has already planned to do an Operation Christmas Child box, you can still do 

that, and Melissa Dolan has kindly volunteered to deliver those. We’ll need them here at the church 

no later than Monday, November 13. 

http://cwskits.org/
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CCIW / Local Church Prayer Calendar 

Nov. 5–11: Central CC Havana, FCC Henry, FCC Washburn / New Beginnings Apostolic Church 

Nov. 12–18: CCIW Youth Summit / Allenville Christian Church 

Nov. 19–25: Thanksgiving Offering, Eueka College & Disciple Divinity House / Elim Springs Church of 
          Jesus Christ 

Nov. 26–Dec. 2: Illinois St. Lewiston, Ipava CC, Barnett CC Litchfield / Faith Lutheran Church 

Prayer Requests 

Joys: Mike Lane–home, Marsha Thornton–great weekend visit with Mom      

Concerns: Pastor Brandon Zoll, our country, our leaders, our military 

Scripture Readings for November 

   

  2  Psalm 65 

  3  Psalm 66 

  4  Psalm 67 

  5  1 Chronicles 13:1-14 

  6  1 Chronicles 14:1-17 

  7  1 Chronicles 15:1-24 

  8  1 Chronicles 15:25—16:7 

  9  1 Chronicles 16:8-43 

10  1 Chronicles 17:1-27 

11  Ezra 7:1-10 

12  Ezra 7:11-28 

13  Nehemiah 8:1-18 

14  Nehemiah 12:27-47 

15  Esther 9:20-32 

16  Job 42:1-17 

17  Psalm 21 

18  Psalm 24 

19  Psalm 81 

20  Psalm 84  

21  Psalm 87 

22  Psalm 92 

23  Psalm 100 

24  Psalm 104 

25  Psalm 105 

26  Psalm 106 

27  Psalm 113 

28  Psalm 115 

29  Psalm 116 

30  Psalm 118 

Thank You 

 

For the kindness you’ve shown. 

Dear Ladies, 

    Thank you so much for all of the   

wonderful blankets! They will bring 

comfort to many children! 

Sincerely, Mary Hughes @ Dove, Inc. 
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Calendar 

Sundays — 9:30 am Fellowship, 10 am Worship, 10:15 am Kids’ Church 

Thursdays — 10 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

Weekly Fellowship Hall Use — 5–6 am Monday-Wednesday-Friday – Chix in Training 

              9–10:30 am Thursday – Weight Watchers 
 

Wednesday, Nov 1  7 pm Choir Practice 

Saturday, Nov 4  9–1:30 pm Holiday Market 

Sunday, Nov 5   2 am Daylight Saving Time Ends 

Monday, Nov 6  9–11 am Monthly All-Church Workday 

Tuesday, Nov 7  11:30 am 1st Tuesday Lunch at the VFW; 6–8 pm GriefShare in Parlor 

Wednesday, Nov 8  10 am Coffee & Chat at Courtyard Est; 5:45 pm Elders’ Meeting; 7 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, Nov 10   Veterans Day Observed (Federal Holiday) 

Saturday, Nov 11  Veterans Day; 8 am–2 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved; 3:30–6:30 pm Pavilion Reserved 

Sunday, Nov 12  10 am Veterans Recognition during Worship 

Wednesday, Nov 15  7 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday, Nov 16  5–6:30 pm Head Start Meeting/Meal 

Fri–Sun, Nov 17–19  Summit Youth Event in Carlinville 

Saturday, Nov 18  8 am AMEN Mens’ Group in Pavilion; 9–11:30 am 4-H Quilting/Sewing Class in FH 

Sunday, Nov 19  7 pm Community Thanksgiving Service (Location TBD) 

Wednesday, Nov 22  7 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday, Nov 23  Thanksgiving Day – Church Office Closed 

Saturday, Nov 25  10 am Mending Hearts in Parlor 

Sunday, Nov 26  11:30 am Hanging of the Greens 

Monday, Nov 27  3 pm Newsletter Articles Due 

Wednesday, Nov 29  6 pm Board Meeting in Parlor; 7 pm Choir Practice 

November Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 

 1   Brittin Boyer 

      Bob McClain 

 2   Dylan Dudley 

 7   Raymond Brown 

      Janis Typer 

      Emery Wade 

  8  Ledger Lindley 

  9  Lynn Berner 

      Paul Pierce 

      Tom Snelling 

10  Don Spinner 

13  Cullen Dyer 

      Pat Thompson 

14  Kyle Kroll 

      Andrew Thompson 

16  Peggy Bowers 

18  Georgia England 

      Grant Wade 

19  Madeline VanKeuren 

21  Debbie Lawson 

      Kinzey Thompson 

22  Theresa Poland 

23  Jill Seelhoefer-Babulal 

24  Gracie Fringer 

25  Cheri Burcham 

      Kurt Pierce 

28  Steve Epperson 

29  Madison Atchison 

      Roger Berner 

      Steve Durbin 

Anniversaries   

  3  Kyle & Kaci Crafton 

  5  Jim & Kathy Thomas 

  6  Rusty & Julie Ramsey 

  9  Paul & Bev Pierce 

23  Dale & Margaret Dudley 

27  Jean & Kathleen Wood 

28  Kurt & Brenda Pierce 
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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
1357 CR 1200 E 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

Return Service Requested 

Worship with us! 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Kids’ Church: 10:15 am 

 

Contact us! 
Rev. Grant Wade, Pastor • grant@fccsullivan.org • 217.454.9090 

Julie Ramsey, Administrative Assistant • office@fccsullivan.org • 217.728.7351 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 12:30 – 3:00 pm, Monday – Thursday; Closed Friday 
 

Connect with us! 
Website: www.fccsullivan.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fccsullivan 

«AddressBlock» 


