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The Christian Messenger 
October 2018 

Grant’s Good News 

Rev. Grant Wade      
  

 I don’t always get the opportunity to visit and chat 

with everyone who is an active part of the life of our church, 

and there isn’t always an opportunity to share some things during worship. So, I’d like to share 

some updates with you here about various things going on: 

1) We are going to have Baptisms in October. I have talked with a few people about this, but if 

you’re interested and we haven’t yet spoken about it, let me know. Please mark October 28 on 

your calendar so you can join us for worship as we celebrate new life in Christ! 

2) You may have heard recently that Pastor Gene Godfrey and his wife, Jackie, are preparing to 

move on from Sullivan. As part of this, Pastor Gene stepped down from leadership in the       

Sullivan Area Ministerial Association where he has served as President for at least the past eight 

years. I was nominated to replace Gene as President, and I accepted. I told the other Pastors I 

would do it for ONE year! 

3) As you may recall, I was accepted into Northern Seminary’s D. Min program a couple months 

ago. The program is cohort based and hasn’t begun yet because the cohort is not full. The     

anticipated start date is January, and I am hopeful that it won’t be pushed back. If you would 

like to learn more about the Seminary, you can check out their website: www.seminary.edu. 

4) This month marked eight years of the Wades living in Sullivan. This place has truly become our 

home, and we are so grateful for all of the ways you have supported us. Saturday, Sept. 29, 

marks five years since the transition of me becoming your solo Pastor. It has been a very fulfilling 

five years, and we have accomplished a great deal for God’s kingdom. I am eagerly anticipating 

another great five years, and am excited for all of the good things that are happening every 

week! 

5) I’m taking vacation time for the first week of October (1st–8th). Since school is still in session, I’ll 

mostly be working around the house on various projects. I do still plan to attend the 1st Tuesday 

Lunch, and will be leading the SAMA meeting, but otherwise I will not be in the office, and will 

not be checking email. Betty Wilson will be filling in for me on Sunday, October 7.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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October Community Events 

“No Kids Left in the Cold” Cookout, sponsored by Sullivan Church of God to raise money to fund 

their Winter Coat Drive, is Saturday, October 6, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, at the Sullivan IGA. Their 

vision is to be able to provide a winter coat, hat, gloves, and scarf to any child in need of one in and 

around Moultrie County. If you have a gently used coat or would like to purchase a new coat to     

donate, call the Church of God’s office at 728-7855. If you prefer to make a monetary donation, they 

will purchase what is needed. An online registration on their church page has been set up where a 

parent or guardian can register a child for a coat. Go to their website at https://sullivanchog.org and 

look for the registration form. 

 

Sullivan Life Chain, sponsored by Sullivan Southern Baptist Church, is Sunday, October 7, from    

2:00 pm to 3:00 pm, on Jackson and Hamilton Streets. This is a peaceful and prayerful public witness 

of pro-life individuals praying for sixty minutes for our nation and for an end to  abortion. Please call 

217-232-8880 for more information from a Life Chain committee member or go to lifechain.net for 

more information about National Life Chain Sunday. A signup sheet, along with copies of the Life 

Chain Code of Conduct, is on the back counter of the office here at FCC, but it is not necessary to 

sign up in advance.  

Grant’s Good News (continued) 

6) Finally, a reminder that I’m in the office most days Monday through Thursday, and am always 

happy to have church members visit. I’m also happy to visit you in your home if you’d like. If you 

cannot reach me via the church phone, you can always give me a call or send me a text message 

on my cell phone: 454-9090. One last thing, please know you’re not “bothering” me – I’m here 

for you! 

                I’ll see you Sunday, 

    

       

      Pastor Grant 

Baptism Sunday 

There have been several folks express a desire to be   

baptized, so please join us for worship at 10:00 am on 

October 28 for Baptism Sunday! We look forward to 

celebrating this next step in their faith journey. If you 

have an interest in being baptized, please contact     

Pastor Grant or indicate so on the communication slip in 

the bulletin. Baptism is an important step in committing your                                                             

life to God and sharing your decision to do so!  

Also, we recently had some cement repair work done to the baptistery, and it is getting freshly  

painted in anticipation of the upcoming baptisms. 

https://sullivanchog.org/
http://lifechain.net/
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1st Tuesday Lunch 

The Red Apple is the place to be for 1st Tuesday Lunch on October 2! 

Join Pastor Grant and church friends at 11:30 am for good food, good   

fellowship, and good friends. Whether this is your first time to join us for 

1st Tuesday Lunch or you’re a regular each month, this is a great chance  

to get to know each other a little better. You can RSVP to the church office 

or fill out the communication slip on Sunday, September 30. If you won’t 

know if you can make it until the last minute, that’s okay – come on in to 

the Red Apple if you can!  Please join us, everyone is welcome — the more the merrier! 

Church World Service 

Since announcing that we would once again support CWS in 

their disaster relief efforts by assembling twenty Emergency 

Cleanup Buckets, the response from all of you here at FCC has been outstanding! A table is set up 

in the lobby with all the items that have been brought in so far, including the buckets that were   

donated by Ace Hardware here in Sullivan. The monetary donations that have been generously  

given so far will be used to purchase bucket supplies to help complete our goal. 

We would like to have all donations brought in by October 1 so that we can begin assembling the 

buckets, and see what additional supplies need to be purchased. We have extra copies of the    

supply list if you need one. You can also watch a short video that shows how to fill a bucket by   

clicking here: https://tinyurl.com/cwsbucket. Please see Pastor Grant if you have any questions. 

Greeters 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to be a Greeter 

during the next three months. Your willingness to serve 

in this way is greatly appreciated! 

Please be in the lobby by 9:30 am to greet folks as they 

arrive. A bright “Good Morning” with a warm smile and 

a handshake as you hand them a bulletin will make 

them feel welcome. 

Let guests know where the restrooms are, ask if they 

need help with seating, etc. If they have children under 

five years old, let them know we have a staffed nursery      

available. Basically, anything you would want to know if 

you were visiting, let them know. Remember how          

important first impressions are. 

You will receive a reminder postcard when it is your 

month to greet. If you are unable to be here on the  

Sunday you have signed up for, please find a              

replacement or call the church office so we will know to 

find someone to take your place. Again, thank you, and have fun greeting! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-7_If99MnM&feature=youtu.be
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Ladies of Faith  

Thursday mornings at 10:00 am you’ll find this group of ladies gathered 

at 5 West Coffee Lounge, sharing their faith over a cup of coffee or tea. 

Women of all ages are welcome to join them for an hour of discussion, 

devotion, and great fellowship. See you Thursday morning! 

AMEN Men’s Group  

Men of all ages are invited to join this group for their monthly meeting on  

Saturday, Oct. 20, at 8:00 am in the Parlor for an uplifting time of praying  

together, discussions of matters of faith, along with food and fellowship.  

Mending Hearts 

Everyone is welcome to join our grief group, Mending Hearts, on Saturday, Oct. 27, at 10:00 am  

here at FCC in the Parlor. They share ideas and activities with one another that help with the process 

of learning to live with loss and grief. The meetings are the last Saturday of each month. 

Community Office Hours 

Since Pastor Grant will be starting his Educational Sabbatical in the next few months, 

he will no longer be having Community Office Hours. Thank you to everyone who 

sought him out to discuss spiritual matters, ask questions, or just to visit while he was 

at 5 West Coffee Shop. He’ll miss seeing you there, but you can still stop by the 

church office Monday through Thursday for a visit. 

Coffee & Chat 

Please join Pastor Grant on Wednesday, Oct. 10, as he heads over to 

Courtyard Estates for the monthly “Coffee & Chat.” There will be an     

activity, along with a lesson, to share with the residents, and some  

singing of a few familiar songs. We gather at 9:45 am, our program   

begins at 10:00 am, and we finish up before 11:00 am. This is a great 

way to serve and be a blessing to some of our own church members 

there, as well as many folks who don’t get a lot of visitors. If you’d like to join us, just let Pastor Grant 

know. He’d love to have your help! 

Monthly All-Church Workday 

With all of the great help that came to work and complete tasks around 

the church over the last year, we’ve pretty much gotten caught up on a 

lot of the “little” things that needed done. We’re going to take a break 

from the monthly workday for the foreseeable future. 

Thank you to each and everyone of you who came to work – your help was invaluable and greatly 

appreciated! If something comes up that extra help is needed again, we’ll be sure to let you know! 
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Thank You 

 

October Sermons & Scriptures 

If you would like to prepare ahead for each week’s sermon, here’s what Pastor Grant has planned for 

this month.  

Oct. 7: Betty Wilson Preaching 

Oct. 14: “Joshua Renews the Covenant” Joshua 24:1-15 

Oct. 21: “David and Bathsheba” 2 Samuel 12:1-9; Psalm 51:1-9 

Oct. 28: “Solomon’s Wisdom” 1 Kings 3:4-9 

Thank you to everyone who helped 
make our Fall Potluck a time of 

delicious food and good fellowship. 
A special thanks to all of you who saw 

what needed to be done and did it. 
Thank you very much. 

 

Fellowship Ministry Team 
Jan Dotson, Nancy Elder, 

& Betty Wilson 

 

Dear Friends at First Christian in Sullivan, 

     Thank you for your ongoing support of 

Disciple Mission Fund & the Annual Fund of 

the Christian Church in Illinois & Wisconsin.  

     We appreciate your generosity! You make 

life giving/life changing ministry happen. 

         Blessings, Teresa 
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CCIW / Local Church Prayer Calendar 

Oct. 7–13: All Ordained & Commissioned Ministers / Southern Baptist Church 

Oct. 14–20: FCC Hillsboro, FCC Hoopeston, Central CC Jacksonville / Sullivan Church of God 

Oct. 21–27: United CC Country Club Hills, FCC Dixon, FCC DuQuoin / Vineyard Church 

Oct. 28–Nov. 3: FCC Creve Coeur, Cuba CC, Central CC Decatur / New Beginnings Apostolic Church 

Prayer Requests 

Joys: Lori & Marty Harbaugh’s 18th Anniversary, Kelly Sullivan back in church, Pastor Paul & Anne       
McGhghy in worship, Mike & Kim Smith’s 18th Anniversary, Lilah Durbin’s improvement, Jill & Ganesh 
Babulal’s improvement, Bud & Caroline Brown’s 62nd Anniversary, Little Theatre on the Square’s 61st Season 

Concerns: Family of Dr. Hugh Reynolds, Family of Darrell Elder, Josh Davis, Norma Dolan, Hurricane        
Devastation, Family of Bart Qualls, Bonnie Turner, Jeanne Beard, Marilyn Wood, Family of Denny McPheeters, 
Amy Mangiaracino, Mindy Burgess Miller, Charlie Bragg’s Aunt Eva, Jerry Rohman, Angie Green, Djuana 
Neal, Amy Dwyer, Tim & Helen Cole, Peg Fish, John Leonard, Jared Davis 

Scripture Readings for October 

  1  Exodus 18:1-27 

  2  Exodus 23:1-13 

  3  Deuteronomy 15:1-18 

  4  Psalm 15  

  5  Isaiah 1:1-20 

  6  Isaiah 2:1-22 

  7  1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

  8  Isaiah 3:1-15 

  9  Isaiah 4:2—5:7 

10  Isaiah 5:8-30  

11  Isaiah 6:1-13 

12  Isaiah 9:8—10:4 

13  Isaiah 11:1-16 

14  Isaiah 24:1-23 

15  Isaiah 29:9-24 

16  Isaiah 30:8-26 

17  Isaiah 32:1-20 

18  Isaiah 33:1-24 

19  Isaiah 56:1-12 

20  Isaiah 57:1-21 

21  Isaiah 58:1-14 

22  Isaiah 59:1-21 

23  Amos 1:1-15 

24  Amos 2:1-16 

25  Amos 3:1-15 

26  Amos 4:1-13 

27  Amos 5:1-27 

28  28 Amos 6:1-14 

29  Amos 7:1-17 

30  Amos 8:1-14 

31  Amos 9:1-15 

October Serving Schedule 

Elders      

Kathy Thomas 

Cheri Burcham 

 

Worship Leaders 

Oct. 7: Ginger & Sarina Voegel 

Oct 14: Lynn Elder 

Oct. 21: Dave Walker 

Oct. 28: Judy Featheringill 

 

Greeters 

Oct. 7: Joyce Abderhalden & 

   Brenda Kroll 

Oct. 14: Dan & Pat Flannell 

Oct 21: Cheri Rich & Sharon 

    Walker 

Oct 28: Dick & Nancy Burcham 

Tech Booth 

Media: Mike Smith 

Sound: Kyle Kroll 

Deacons 

Prep & Serve: Melissa Dolan 

Serve: Kyle Kroll 

Serve: Ginger Voegel 

Check & Serve: Nick Voegel 
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Calendar 

Sundays — 9:00 am Small Groups, 9:30 am Coffee & Cookies, 10:00 am Worship, 10:15 am Kids’ Church 

Mondays — 6:30–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesdays — 7:00–7:40 pm Choir Practice; 7:40 pm Cantata Rehearsal in Sanctuary 

Thursdays — 9:00–10:30 am Weight Watchers in Fellowship Hall 

           10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

               
Mon–Mon, Oct 1–8  Pastor Grant on Vacation 

Tuesday, Oct 2  11:30 am 1st Tuesday Lunch at Red Apple     

Saturday, Oct 6  8:00–11:00 am Fellowship Hall Reserved 

    10:00 am–2:00 pm “No Kids Left in the Cold” Coat Drive Cookout at IGA 

Sunday, Oct 7   10:00 am Worship – Betty Wilson Preaching, No Choir 

    2:00–3:00 pm Sullivan “Life Chain”, Jackson & Hamilton Streets 

Monday, Oct 8  Columbus Day 

Tuesday, Oct 9  Noon Lunch for Habitat for Humanity Care-A-Vanners in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, Oct 10  10:00 am Coffee & Chat at Courtyard Estates 

    5:45 pm Elders’ Meeting in Parlor 

Friday, Oct. 12  5:30–6:30 pm Wedding Rehearsal in Sanctuary 

Saturday, Oct 13  4:00–6:00 Daily/Carman Wedding in Sanctuary 

Thursday, Oct 18  12:00 pm Board Reports Due 

Fri & Sat, Oct 19 & 20  Pastor Grant Gone to CCIW Regional Assembly in Bloomington 

Saturday, Oct 20  8:00 am AMEN Men’s Group in Parlor 

Monday, Oct 22  12:00 pm Newsletter Articles Due 

Wednesday, Oct 24  6:00 pm Board Meeting in Parlor    

Saturday, Oct 27  10:00 am Mending Hearts Group in Parlor 

Sunday, Oct 28  10:00 am Worship~Baptism Sunday 

Wednesday, Oct 31  Halloween 

October Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
  2  Roger Daily 

      Liz Inman 

  4  Scot Light 

  5  Luella Hughes 

11  Brad Emel 

      Ervin Kuhns 

      Karen Voegel 

12  Sara Dickens 

      Leighton Burcham 

      Jake Ray 

14  Caroline Brown 

      Kiley Dyer 

15  Anna Jane Sager 

16  Pam Murphy 

19  Kelly Pierce 

      Nicole Thomas 

21  Charlie Bragg 

24  Nancy Burcham 

      Rachael Dudley 

      Kelly Sullivan 

25  Rachel Elzy 

26  Andrew Marshall 

27  Connie Ingram 

31  Kaci Crafton 

Anniversaries   

14  Brandon & Misty Stone 

28  Scott & Lara Bartels 

31  Barry & Judy Featheringill   
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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
1357 CR 1200 E 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

Return Service Requested 

Worship with us! 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Kids’ Church: 10:15 am 

 

Contact us! 
Rev. Grant Wade, Pastor • grant@fccsullivan.org • 217.454.9090 

Julie Ramsey, Administrative Assistant • office@fccsullivan.org • 217.728.7351 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 12:30 – 3:00 pm, Monday – Thursday; Closed Friday 
 

Connect with us! 
Website: www.fccsullivan.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fccsullivan 

«AddressBlock» 


