
   

The Christian Messenger  Page 1 

The Christian Messenger 
October 2019 

Grant’s Good News 

Rev. Grant Wade 

  “In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” Did you learn this phrase in school like I did? Along 

with a few stories about the natives that were met where Columbus landed, everything about him was 

painted in a heroic and adventurous spirit. But in the political, social, and racial climate of America     

today, we’re having a lot of conversations about our nation’s history, about our leaders, about where we 

are headed. 

 It seems that every day is an opportunity to learn something new, or to re-learn something I 

thought I knew all about. “Columbus Day” is one such topic that has gained much attention the past 

few years. Christopher Columbus was a very devout Catholic who observed all the fasts of the church 

and prayed regularly. His very name, Christopher, means Christ-bearer. And he understood this as a title 

of his destiny to carry the message of the gospel to far-off lands. He is said to have diligently searched 

the Scriptures, and thought he found assurance for a call to sail to the far reaches of the globe with the 

Christian message. 

 It all sounds noble enough – his faith was a driving force behind why he sought to find the East or 

Asia by sailing west. Yet, we are all too aware of the atrocities that have been committed in the name of 

religion. What I didn’t learn in second grade, but have learned since, is how Columbus treated the   

people he found in America. According to Eric Kasum (founder of the Imagine Institute), 

“On his second trip to the New World, Columbus brought cannons and attack 

dogs. If a native resisted slavery, he would cut off a nose or an ear. If slaves tried 

to escape, Columbus had them burned alive. Other times, he sent attack dogs to 

hunt them down, and the dogs would tear off the arms and legs of the screaming 

natives while they were still alive. If the Spaniards ran short of meat to feed the 

dogs, Arawak babies were killed for dog food.” 

 The more I learn about Columbus, the more I realize he isn’t exactly the hero that I thought he 

was when I was growing up. The same is true for many of the Heroes we know in the Bible. King David, 

“A man after God’s own heart,” was also was a power-hungry outlaw, a rapist, a murderer, a traitor, and 

a usurper. You may remember that Moses, though known as one of the most important figures in the 

Old Testament, was also a murderer. The examples are plenty. So knowing what I do now, I don’t      

celebrate these Bible characters the same as I did in the past. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 Grant’s Good News (continued) 

 By now, you’re probably wondering why I’m bringing all of this up. Well, something that is often at 

the front of my mind is this quote from Maya Angelou, "I did then what I knew how to do. Now that I 

know better, I do better." Every day is an opportunity for me to do better, because every day I know       

better. Every day I learn how I can love people better. Every day I learn how so much of what I thought I 

knew was a product of my context or my circumstances. For the past few years, I’ve tried to approach life 

with an awareness that I don’t have everything all figured out. I try to live each day with an open mind, 

asking God to show me where I may be wrong, or where I need to re-learn something I once held certain. 

Not only is this a great principle for our faith, it’s also good for life in general. 

 This October, I won’t be celebrating Columbus Day. Though Columbus may have been the world's 

most famous explorer, he also ushered in genocide against indigenous peoples, as well as the horrors of 

the transatlantic slave trade. Columbus introduced imperial colonization, forced labor, torture, and the 

advent of European diseases formerly unknown to the Americas, which resulted in the deaths of         

thousands of Native peoples. Instead, I’ll recognize Columbus for what he was and spend some time 

learning about what the history of Native peoples has looked like in the United States. Then maybe I can 

begin to celebrate true heroes, men and women of courage and kindness who devoted their lives to the 

good of others. There’s a long list, starting with Florence Nightingale, Mahatma Gandhi, Rev. Martin    

Luther King, and John F. Kennedy. 

"I did then what I knew how to do. Now that I know better, I do better." 

       See you Sunday, 

 

       Pastor Grant 

Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering  

Fill in the blank. “You are the embodiment of _________! If that expression 

indicates that you are the embodiment of something delightful and pleasant, it is definitely a blessing. But 

what if someone told you that, “you are the embodiment of Christ?” How does that make you feel? “For just 

as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so 

it is with Christ.”* We are the body of Christ and all of us are members of this one body. As a church body, we 

have been on this journey to embrace and understand an identity as a Church that is pro-reconciling and    

anti-racist for 20 years. We know the meaning of this mission is imperative. We understand that the reconciled 

Church is moving toward ‘right-aligning’ ourselves with each other and Christ. This journey is difficult. It is 

fraught with messiness and mystery. God is in all and through all in spite of our differences. We have different 

origin stories, different languages, different understandings of how and who to love. God remains in the  

midst of all of us.  

When we stand with those who desire to provide for their families in an environment that is safe and full of  

opportunity, we embody Christ’s love for our neighbor. When we sit together over ‘a cup of tea’ and listen to 

each other’s stories and dreams and commit to hold each other in the bonds of community and fellowship, we 

embody the love of Christ. We are the embodiment of Christ in all of our chaotic, messy reality full of joy and 

mystery. Reconciliation Ministry is your mission of embodiment to love one another as Christ loves us. Your 

generosity fuels our granting programs, youth and young adult leadership development, and Regional and 

General Ministry outreach toward building beloved community through advocacy, intentional conversation 

and action. Your giving enlivens our Churchwide witness and presence as the one body of Christ in the     

communities where we live and serve! Thank you for your generosity! *(1 Corinthians 12:12 NRSV) 
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CWS Emergency Cleanup Buckets 

A couple of years ago, instead of filling shoeboxes together as a church, we       

decided to shift our attention to disaster relief efforts through Church World Service. We accepted donations  

and were able to provide funds for several different types of kits. Last year, we set a goal to fill 20 Emergency 

Cleanup Buckets, and we went far and above that! 

This year, with hurricane season upon us, we have decided to go ahead and start accepting donations again.      

Our plan this year is similar to last year. We will collect supplies and then physically assemble the emergency   

cleanup buckets. Below you will find a list of the items that are needed. You are welcome to buy all of the       

supplies for one bucket, or to simply buy whichever supplies you choose. We do not need buckets, as those are 

being donated.  

You can also watch a short video to see how this is done. Watching the video will give you an idea of exactly  

what kind of supplies are needed: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeskVmgc5U0  

You may begin bringing supplies anytime. Our goal is to complete 20 buckets. If you are not able to shop or 

would simply prefer to make a donation, you may do that through the month of October. We will use any funds 

donated to help purchase additional supplies for the 20 buckets. The deadline for delivering items or making  

donations is Oct. 20. We will gather to assemble the buckets on Wednesday, Oct. 23, at 11:00 am. 

All cleaning items must be new, and all liquid items must be capped securely and securely tightened. 

  Four scouring pads 

 Seven sponges, including one large 

 One scrub brush 

 Eighteen reusable cleaning towels 

 One package of 48-50 clothespins 

 Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft. 

 Five Dust masks 

 One 6-9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol     

insect repellant. 

 One 50 oz. and two 25 oz. bottles of   

liquid laundry detergent 

 One 16-28oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap 

 One 12-16oz. bottle of household cleaner that can 

be mixed with water (no spray bottles) 

 Two pairs heavy-duty, waterproof dishwashing 

gloves (latex free, non-surgical) 

 One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or 

all leather 

 24-28 heavy duty contractor type 30-45 gallon 

trash bags on a roll and removed from carton 

2019 Holiday Market 

Preparations for the Holiday Market are in full swing! Raffle tickets for the 

“Sullivan Redskins” quilt are on sale now. See Judy Sumner, Kim Smith at 

First Community Bank, Cathrine’s Gallery, or stop by the church office any 

time. A few changes have been made since the 2017 Market, but we still 

have great items that everyone may be looking and shopping for. 

To prepare the church for the Holiday Market, and to tear down and clean up when it is over, a ‘work 

crew’ is needed. Preparation will begin following worship on Sunday, October 27. Tear-down and      

clean-up will begin at 1:30 pm following the close of the Holiday Market on November 2. If you are   in-

terested in helping in this way, please let Judy Sumner know. The more on the crew, the faster set-up and     

tear-down will go! We have fewer tables to set up this year! 

(continued on page 4) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jeskVmgc5U0
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Holiday Market (continued) 

If you are providing donated items for the Christmas or Crafters Shop, please contact the shopkeepers 

with your items. Please note: if you would like any of your unsold items returned to you, there is a form 

you will need to complete. Items for the Market need to be at the church beginning Monday, Oct. 28,  

unless stated otherwise in the shop’s description or contact the shopkeeper. If you are interested in being 

a volunteer/floater or have any questions about the Market, please contact Judy at 217-972-0426.    

Shopkeepers, please let Judy know if you need assistance in finding helpers. 

Lori Harbaugh, Nancy Burcham, and Julie Ramsey are doing the publicity for the Holiday Market. If you 

have any ideas on how to get the word out, please let one of them know.  

Thank you to everyone for supporting this event. The Holiday market could not and would not happen 

without all of you! 

2019 Holiday Market Shops 

“Sullivan Redskins” Quilt Raffle – Dick and Cheri Burcham 
     Raffle tickets for a beautiful 65” square “Sullivan Redskins” quilt are on sale now! They 
can be purchased here at FCC, Cathrine’s Gallery, First Community Bank, or from Judy Sumner. Tickets 
are $1 each or six for $5. They will be for sale until the winner is drawn at the end of the Holiday Market.    
The quilt was designed & pieced by Sharon White, with shirts donated by church members and friends.    
 
Bakery – Carol Glazebrook 
     The bakery will be in need of all types of candy, cookies, cakes, pies (no cream), rolls, bread, muffins, 
etc. They need your ‘goodies’ brought to the church by 9:00 am Friday, November 1. Carol’s team is   
willing to package food unless you wish to package your own. As for pricing, please leave a note on your 
donation if you have a value in mind; otherwise the bakery team will price and tag items. Please mark 
your donated items if they contain nuts, tree nuts, peanut butter, or something that might cause an      
allergic reaction. 
 

Christmas – Debbie Seelhoefer 
     This shop will need gently used or new Christmas decorations, including such items as wreaths, décor, 
lights, ornaments, etc. Speak with Debbie if in doubt. 
 

Crafters & Quilters – Madeline VanKeuren & Brenda Pierce 
     This shop will offer items by the quilters and crafts made by the church members and friends.         
Everyone is welcome to participate by providing items to sell. We hope you will consider sharing your  
talents; whether it is woodworking, creating ornaments, yarn and needle crafts, seasonal items, painting,  
floral designs, wreaths, or any other craft. 
 

Lunch – Mary Ann Wiley & Theresa Poland 
   Lunch will be served from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. This year the desserts will be made by Griffins Catering. 
Menu will be baked spaghetti and chicken tetrazzini, salad, dessert, roll, and drink. This is a great meal for 
the price of $8 for adults, $4 for children 10 and under. There will NOT be a coffee hour this year. 
 

Pick-A-Prize – Dick & Cheri Burcham 
     We have approximately 30 items donated this year for the Pick-A-Prize drawings – U of I basketball 
tickets, restaurant gift cards, vehicle detailing, handmade shawl, bakery gift certificates, IGA gift card, G3 
& Second Chance Fitness gift certificates, jewelry, plus many more! Something for everyone! Tickets are 
$1 each or six for $5. Purchase your tickets at the Market & choose which prizes you would like to have a 
chance at winning. Winners will be drawn at 1:30 pm when the Market ends. Need not be present to win. 
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1st Tuesday Lunch 
Everyone is invited to join Pastor Grant for 1st Tuesday Lunch on   

Tuesday, October 1, at 11:30 am, at Yoder’s Kitchen in Arthur. Meet at 

the church at 11:10 am if you would like to carpool. Whether you’re a 

regular attender or first-time guest, we’d love to have you join in on 

good food, good friends, good conversation — what more could you ask for! Please RSVP to the 

church office or fill out the communication slip on Sunday, September 29. Everyone is welcome! 

Head Start 

We will be hosting the monthly Head Start meetings again this year, and also 

providing a meal for the group. If you would like to volunteer to help cook or 

serve at one or all of the meetings, please let Pastor Grant know. Meetings 

are on the following Thursdays: October 24, November 14, December 19, February 13, March 16, 

and April 23. Any and all help will be greatly appreciated! 

Parking Lot 

We have received donations of $69,210 so far, which means that 29 of 

the 125 spots are already paid for! Each time we receive enough in 

contributions to the Parking Lot Fund, Pastor Grant will fill in another 

spot with a vehicle sticker. Thank you for your generous giving to this 

project. 

We have added new signs to the parking lot since its completion. Please look out for these signs   

and use them appropriately. In total, our parking lot has 125 spots, of which 103 are for general use 

parking. The other 22 spots have special designations, as explained below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have 3 spots 

designated as “Reserved 

Accessible.” These spots 

are designed for those 

who have a disability 

parking placard or plate.  

We now have 16 spots designated as “Mobility 

Parking.” These spots are for individuals who may or 

may not qualify for a disability placard or plate, but 

have mobility challenges such as walking a long   

distance. These spots will be located close to the 

building, and generally close to a building entrance.  

We now have 3 spots  

designated as “Guest 

Parking.” These spots are 

for folks who are visiting 

for the first time or their 

first few times, and are 

new to our church family. 
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CCIW / Local Church Prayer Calendar 

Sept. 29–Oct. 5: Reconciliation Offering & Ministry / Southern Baptist Church 

Oct. 6–12: All Ordained & Commissioned Ministers / Sullivan Church of God 

Oct. 13–19: FCC Hillsboro, FCC Hoopeston, Central CC Jacksonville / Vineyard Church 

Oct. 20–26: United CC Country Club Hills, FCC Dixon, FCC DuQuoin / New Beginnings Apostolic  

          Church 

Oct. 27–Nov. 2: FCC Creve Coeur, Cuba CC, Central CC Decatur / Allenville Christian Church 

Prayer Requests 

Joys: Debbie Jent–cancer free, Linda Gregory’s great report after surgery, New Media Computer, 
Barry Featheringill–Thanks for prayers & cards after surgery, Linda (Luse) Hood recovering 
  

Concerns: Jack & Rose Crane, Connie Ingram, Leroy Seelhoefer, Bill Heath, Hardy Yeatts (Deb Best’s 
brother-in-law), Ken Best, Kristen Best, Sharon White–surgery postponed, Jerry Jean, Richard Lazar 
(Jan Dust’s brother-in-law), Mike Lane, Helen Cole 

Scripture Readings for October 

  1  Exodus 20:1-17 

  2  Leviticus 25:1-22 

  3  Leviticus 25:23-38 

  4  Leviticus 25:39-55 

  5  Leviticus 26:1-13 

  6  Leviticus 26:14-46 

  7  Leviticus 27:1-15 

  8  Leviticus 27:16-34 

  9  Numbers 28:1-15 

10  Numbers 28:16-31 

11  Numbers 29:1-11 

12  Numbers 29:12-40 

13  Deuteronomy 1:1-18 

14  Deuteronomy 4:1-14 

15  Deuteronomy 4:15-40 

16  Deuteronomy 4:41-49 

17  Deuteronomy 5:1-22 

18  Deuteronomy 5:23-33 

19  Deuteronomy 6:1-25 

20  Deuteronomy 7:1-11  

21  Deuteronomy 7:12-26 

22  Deuteronomy 8:1-20 

23  Deuteronomy 10:1-22 

24  Deuteronomy 16:18—17:13 

25  Micah 1:1-16 

26  Micah 2:1-13 

27  Micah 3:1-12 

28  Micah 4:1—5:1 

29  Micah 5:2-15 

30  Micah 6:1-16 

31  Micah 7:1-20 

October Serving Schedule 

Elders      

Dave Walker 

Charlie Bragg 

 

Worship Leaders 

Oct. 6: Dave Walker 

Oct. 13: Don Typer 

Oct. 20: Peggy Hargis 

Oct. 27: Roger Glazebrook 

 

Greeters 

Oct. 6: Jim & Kim Warren 

Oct. 13: Charlie & Becky Bragg 

Oct. 20: Cheri Rich & Bob Ingram 

Oct. 27: Donna Ashinhurst & 

               Wilma Durbin 

 

Tech Booth 

Media: Mike Smith 

Sound: Kyle Kroll 

Deacons 

Check & Serve: Tyler Graven 

Serve: Haily Robinson 

Serve: Pam Jesse 

Prep & Serve: Pam Murphy 
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Calendar 

Sundays — 9:00 am Small Groups, 9:30 am Coffee & Cookies, 10:00 am Worship, 10:15 am Kids’ Church 

Tuesdays — 6:00–8:00 pm GriefShare in Parlor 

Thursdays — 9:00 am Weight Watchers in Fellowship Hall; 10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West 
               
Tuesday, Oct. 1  11:30 am 1st Tuesday Lunch at Yoder’s Kitchen in Arthur                                                        

         (meet at FCC at 11:10 am to carpool) 

Wednesday, Oct. 2  12:00 pm Habitat Care-A-Vanners’ Lunch in Fellowship Hall 

    No Choir Practice 

Tuesday, Oct. 8  9:00 am–3:00 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 

Wednesday, Oct. 9  10:00 am Coffee & Chat at Courtyard Estates 

    5:45 pm Elders’ Meeting in Parlor; 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Friday, Oct. 11  12:00–9:00 pm Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall Reserved 

Saturday, Oct. 12  3:00 pm Wedding in Sanctuary 

Monday, Oct. 14  Columbus Day 

Wednesday, Oct. 16  7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday, Oct. 17  12:00 pm Board Reports Due 

Saturday, Oct. 19  8:00 am AMEN Men’s Group in Parlor 

Monday, Oct. 21  12:00 pm Newsletter Articles Due; 12:00–3:30 pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 

Wednesday, Oct. 23  6:00 pm Board Meeting in Parlor; 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday, Oct. 24  6:00–8:00 pm Head Start Meeting & Supper in Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, Oct. 26  10:00 am Mending Hearts Group in Parlor  

Wednesday, Oct. 30  7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday, Oct. 31  Halloween 

October Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Birthdays 
 2  Roger Daily 

      Liz Inman 

  4  Scot Light 

  5  Sara Doehring 

      Luella Hughes 

11  Brad Emel 

      Ervin Kuhns 

      Karen Voegel 

12 Leighton Burcham 

      Sara Dickens 

      Jake Ray 

14  Caroline Brown 

      Kiley Dyer 

15  Anna Jane Sager 

16 Pam Murphy 

18  Miah Voegel 

19  Kelly Pierce 

      Nicole Thomas 

21  Charlie Bragg 

24  Nancy Burcham 

      Rachael Kauffman 

      Kelly Sullivan 

25  Rachel Elzy 

26  Andrew Marshall 

27  Connie Ingram 

31  Kaci Crafton  

Anniversaries   

14  Brandon & Misty Stone 

28  Scott & Lara Bartels 

31  Barry & Judy Featheringill   
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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
1357 CR 1200 E 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

Return Service Requested 

Worship with us! 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Kids’ Church: 10:15 am 

 

Contact us! 
Rev. Grant Wade, Pastor • grant@fccsullivan.org • 217.454.9090 

Julie Ramsey, Administrative Assistant • office@fccsullivan.org • 217.728.7351 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 12:30 – 3:00 pm, Monday – Thursday; Closed Friday 
 

Connect with us! 
Website: www.sullivan.church 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fccsullivan 

«AddressBlock» 


