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The Christian Messenger 
September 2017 

Grant’s Good News 

Rev. Grant Wade 

 I love Sundays – for me, it’s the best day of the week. It’s the day I 

look forward to most because it gives me the opportunity to worship the  

God whom I love, alongside some of my favorite people. Sadly, our culture 

has lost sight of the value of Sabbath.  

 Consider some of these statistics about those who attend church regularly: 

 1. They live seven and a half years longer than those who don’t. (And yet some people say  

     they don’t have time for church.) 

 2. Are 56 percent more likely to have an optimistic life outlook than those who don’t.         

     (That’s true, isn’t it?) 

 3. Are 27 percent less likely to be depressed  

 4. Are 35 percent less likely to get divorced.  

 5. Have higher average levels of commitment to partners, higher levels of marital satisfaction,   

     less thinking and talking about divorce, and lower levels of negative interaction. 

 6. Achieve higher grades, practice better time management, and experience a better sex life. 

 Once upon a time, Sunday was the best day of the week for almost everyone. I want that for 

myself and for others. I challenge you to give it a try for the rest of the year. Commit to making    

Sabbath a priority. Spend Sundays worshipping your Creator in the company of fellow believers. 

Spend time resting and enjoying time with your family. May Sunday be a day to increase your joy  

and improve your life by giving you a day to refresh, refuel, and refocus with Him, because He  

knows you need it. 

 “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh        

 day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,           

 because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.” (Genesis 2:2–3) 

I’ll see you Sunday, 
 
 
Pastor Grant  
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Choir News 

New Robes — Over the past few years, we have had some very generous   

donations to the music department. These funds have accumulated, and it has 

been decided that new choir robes are the greatest need for our choir. The 

current choir robes have served us well for the past 30 years, and now it is time for something new. 

All current and prospective choir members will want to make sure to get your measurements taken 

so we can be sure to get a robe that fits you well. Measurements will be taken at the first choir  

practice on September 6. If you know you aren’t able to be there, please contact Debbie Seelhoefer 

to arrange getting your measurements.                                                                               

 Thank you to those who faithfully give to the music program. This is a wonderful investment 

for our choir, and is a great way to express how much we value and appreciate the way they lead us 

in worship. 

Practice — September 6 at 7:00 pm will be the first choir practice of the season. The following   

Sunday, the choir will once again lead us in singing our praises to God. Our choir welcomes new 

voices! If you’re interested in joining the choir, please contact Pastor Grant or Debbie Seelhoefer. 

GriefShare 

September meetings are the 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th, from 6:00–8:00 pm, 

here at FCC. GriefShare is a weekly, nondenominational grief support 

group featuring biblical concepts for healing from grief after the death of a loved one. Each week’s 

lesson is a stand-alone lesson, so if you miss one, that’s okay. The three key parts to your GriefShare 

experience each week are:  

 Video Seminar—Encouraging information-packed videos featuring leading grief recovery experts. 

 Support Group—Small group discussion about the weekly video content. 

 Workbook—Journaling and personal study exercises that reinforce the weekly session topics. 

If you know someone who has suffered a loss and would benefit from this program, please pass this 

information along to them. Everyone is welcome to attend. Please contact Cheri Rich 728-7808,   

Betty Wilson 728-2291, or Deb Best 728-4289 for more information. 

New Member Cookout 

On Sunday, September 24, at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall, we will 

be celebrating those who have joined the church in the past year with a “cookout.” Nick & Ginger 

Voegel have donated one of their pigs as the main dish, so the meat will be provided – pork burgers 

and hot dogs on the grill! Church members, please bring a dish or two to share with everyone. Table 

service and drinks will be provided. Come and enjoy this time of fellowship with our church family! 

Online Giving 

Have you tried our new online giving platform yet? If you have considered  

making your offering contribution eletronically, Givelify is simple to set up    

and use. You can download the Givelify app for your smartphone or go to the 

church website and click on the “Give Now” button to set up your account. 

Please contact the church office or Pastor Grant with any questions. 



   

The Christian Messenger  Page 3 

Veterans Sunday 

Charlie Bragg is putting together information and ideas for Veterans Sunday in November. In the 

past, we have done an excellent job of honoring our Veterans, and it is time to update our records 

so that we can be sure to include all who have honorably served our country. We are looking for the 

following information to help us in this process: 

  Picture (Military) 

  Branch 

  Active or Inactive 

  Campaign/War 

  Years served 

Please submit this information to Julie in the church office, no later than October 1. If you have any 

questions or would like to volunteer, you can contact Charlie Bragg (369-9309) or Pastor Grant. 

Holiday Market 

It’s getting closer! Autumn leaves are starting to fall, evenings are getting 

cooler, and it’s time to start getting ready for this year’s Holiday Market! 

Mark your calendars—November 4, 2017, 9 am–1:30 pm—that’s the day 

the church will be bustling with shoppers! They’ll be looking for fun holiday 

items, tasty goodies, home décor, a chance to win prizes, plus lots more! 

Contact Peggy Hargis at 728-2903 or 259-1838 with any questions or ideas. 

1st Tuesday Lunch 

Everyone is welcome to meet at the VFW on September 5, at 11:30 am,   

to have lunch with Pastor Grant, and to enjoy great food and fellowship.   

Since we weren’t able to meet the last two months due to scheduling  

conflicts, we are thankful to “fall back” into our regular schedule. You can 

RSVP to the church office or by filling out the communication slip on September 3.  This is a great 

way to catch up with church friends and to get to know each other a little better. Please join us — 

you’ll be glad you did and so will we!  

Family Event 

All families with children of any age are invited to join us 

on Sunday, September 17, to have some fun family time 

in Mattoon! At 11:30 am, we’ll head to Freddy’s for lunch, 

and then we’ll go to Isaak’s Family Fun Center to enjoy the different activities 

they have to offer. There’s a little something for everyone — Arcade Games,    

Laser Tag, Black Light Mini-Golf, Arcade Games, Climber, and Toddler Play Areas. Please let Pastor 

Grant know if you’re planning on coming or have any questions. 
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Ladies of Faith  

This group meets each week on Thursday morning at 10:00 am at 5 West  

Coffee Lounge, and women of all ages are invited to attend. This is a great 

way to spend an hour each week sharing your thoughts and prayers, have a 

devotion, and get to know each other better. See you Thursday morning! 

AMEN Men’s Group  

Saturday, September 16, at 8:00 am, is this month’s AMEN Men’s 

Group meeting. Men of all ages are welcome! They meet on the third 

Saturday of each month in the FCC Pavilion for food, fellowship, and 

discussions of matters of faith. 

Mending Hearts 

Everyone is welcome to join our grief group, Mending Hearts, on September 30, at 10:00 am, here at 

FCC in the Parlor. They share ideas, readings, activities, and thoughts with one another that help with 

the process of learning to live with loss and grief. The meetings are the last Saturday of each month. 

Monthly All-Church Workday 

Due to Labor Day being on the first Monday in September, the next 

All-Church Workday is Monday, September 11, 9:00 am to 11:00 am. 

Projects around the building that we will be working on are:  

 Replace exit signs   Repaint parking lot stripes 

 Room divider removal  Replace light bulbs 

Feel free to bring whatever tools you feel necessary for the job you plan to help with. 

Quilting & Sewing Class 

The Quilting & Sewing Class, offered by the U of I Extension Service, will 

meet next on September 9 from 9:00 am–11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.  

No fee and no sewing experience needed! For more information, please call 

instructors Brenda Pierce at 752–6727 or Sharon White at 728–4791. 

Coffee & Chat 

Please join us on Wednesday, September 13, as we head over to Courtyard 

Estates for our monthly “Coffee & Chat.” Pastor Grant prepares a fun activity, 

along with a lesson, to share with the residents, and Deb Best plays some  

familiar songs on the piano while everyone sings along. Nancy Elder usually 

brings a delicious treat to serve the residents, along with coffee and tea. We gather at 9:45 am, and 

our program begins at 10:00 am. We spend about 45 minutes with them, and then clear out in time 

for the staff to prepare the dining room for lunch. This is a great and simple way to be a blessing to 

some of our own church members there, as well as many folks who don’t get a lot of visitors.  
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September Serving Schedule 
Elders 

Cheri Rich & Cheri Burcham 

Deacons  

Prep & Serve: Kim Warren 
Serve: Bob Elder & Leeanna Stickels 
Checker & Serve: Erin Wade 

Worship Leaders 

September 3: Deb Best   September 17: Betty Wilson 
September 10: Nancy Burcham   September 24: Cheri Burcham 

Tech Booth 

Media: Madeline Van Keuren – 3rd, 10th, 17th; Mike Smith – 24th  
Sound: Kyle Kroll 

Thank You  

Summit 2017 

Summit 2017 is a CCIW biennial youth event for Grades 6–12 that will be a 

“Time to Ignite with God.” It will be held November 17-18, 2017 at the   

Lake Williamson Christian Center in Carlinville, Illinois. This is a full service      

Christian conference center that is able to accommodate over 1,000 people 

at a time. It has plenty of break out space, dormitory style sleeping rooms, 

and a huge dining hall. There is a recreation center with a game room, olympic sized swimming 

pool, snack bar, and vending machines! The energy level of more than 400 youth and their      

sponsors will make this an awesome experience. Registration deadline is October 21, 2017.        

Go to their website at https://cciwdisciples.org/2017/03/summit-2017 for more information or see 

Pastor Grant if you have any questions. 

 Invitation 

To:  First Christian Church 

Sullivan, Illinois 

https://cciwdisciples.org/2017/03/summit-2017/
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CCIW / Local Church Prayer Calendar 

Sept. 3–9: Crestview CC Decatur, FCC Downers Grove, FCC Moline / Mason Point Chapel 

Sept. 10–16: Prairie Ave CC Decatur, Community CC Lincolnshire, FCC Olney / Jonathan Creek CC 

Sept. 17–23: FCC E. Moline, Eureka CC, Frederick CC / New Life Church 

Sept. 24–30: Park Manor CC Chicago, Clayton CC, FCC Janesville / St. Columcille Catholic Church 

Prayer Requests 

Joys: Roof loan paid off 

Concerns: Wanda England James, Friend of Lori Harbaugh, Ruth Stone at Mason Point,                
Jerry Rohman, Tim Cole, Hurricane Harvey devastation, John Leonard, Peg Fish, Eric White,         
Gail Craycroft 

Scripture Readings for September 

-20 

  2  Matthew 5:21-48 

  3  Matthew 6:19-34 

  4  Matthew 7:1-14 

  5  Matthew 7:15-29 

  6  Matthew 13:1-17 

  7  Matthew 13:18-33 

  8  Matthew 13:34-58 

  9  Matthew 22:1-14 

10  Matthew 22:15-33 

11  Matthew 23:1-12 

12  Matthew 23:13-28 

13  1 Corinthians 1:1-17 

14  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

15  1 Corinthians 2:1-16 

16  1 Corinthians 3:1-23 

17  1 Corinthians 4:1-21 

18  Job 28:1-28 

19  Psalm 49 

20   Proverbs 8:1-36 

21  Proverbs 9:1-18 

22  Proverbs 10:1-32 

23  Proverbs 11:1-31 

24  Proverbs 12:1-28 

25  Proverbs 13:1-25 

26  James 1:1-27 

27  James 2:1-26 

28  James 3:1-18 

29  James 4:1-17 

30  James 5:1-20 

Roof Loan Paid 

It is with great joy that we share the news that we have paid off the 

roof loan! On October 20, 2015, we secured a 10-year loan in the 

amount of $100,000. In less than 2 years, we paid for the entirety of  

the roof project, totaling $130,000. Thank you to the many generous 

church members and friends who went above and beyond to make this possible. We received many 

special donations, as well as many memorial donations. It’s also significant that during this time our 

regular tithes and offerings did not drop. Most of all, praise God for His faithfulness to us through this! 

Ceiling Work 

As we continue to make repairs and improvements to the church building and property, 

the Property Team wants you to know that starting mid-September, ceiling replacement 

will begin in the east half of the church building. Several areas have damage that occurred before we replaced 

the roof. The work is expected to take 2–3 weeks, so please prepare to be flexible during this time and excuse 

any messes that are made.  
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September Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Calendar 

Sundays — 9:30 am Fellowship, 10:00 am Worship, 10:15 am Kids’ Church 

Thursdays — 10:00 am Ladies of Faith @ 5 West Coffee Lounge 

Weekly Fellowship Hall Use — 5:00–6:00 am Monday-Wednesday-Friday – Chix in Training 

              9:00–10:30 am Thursday – Weight Watchers 
 

Sunday, Sept 3   6:30 pm Dorothy Craig’s Birthday Party Open House at Bethany Fire House 

Monday, Sept 4   Labor Day – Church Office Closed 

Tuesday, Sept 5   11:30 am 1st Tuesday Lunch at VFW; 6:00–8:00 pm GriefShare in Parlor 

Wednesday, Sept 6  7:00 pm Choir Practice & Robe Fittings  

Friday, Sept 8   4:00–8:00 pm Fishers of Men Dinner in Fellowship Hall  

Saturday, Sept 9  9:00–11:30 am 4-H Quilting/Sewing Class in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, Sept 10  11:10 am Technology Team Meeting 

Monday, Sept 11  9:00–11:00 am Monthly All-Church Workday; 6:00–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in FH 

Tuesday, Sept 12  6:00–8:00 pm GriefShare in Parlor 

Wednesday, Sept 13  10:00 am Coffee & Chat at Courtyard Est; 5:45 pm Elders’ Meeting; 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Saturday, Sept 16  8:00 am AMEN Men’s Group in Pavilion 

Sunday, Sept 17  11:30 am Family Event – Freddy’s for Lunch & Isaak’s Family Fun Center 

Monday, Sept 18  6:00–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, Sept 19  6:00–8:00 pm GriefShare in Parlor 

Wednesday, Sept 20  7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday, Sept 21  12:00 pm Board Reports Due 

Sunday,  Sept 24  6:00 pm New Member “Cookout” in Fellowship Hall 

Monday, Sept 25  3:00 pm Newsletter Articles Due; 6:00–8:00 pm Prairie Winds Rehearsal in FH 

Tuesday, Sept 26  6:00–8:00 pm GriefShare in Parlor 

Wednesday, 27   6:00 pm Board Meeting in Parlor; 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Saturday, Sept 30  10:00 am Mending Hearts in Parlor 

Birthdays 

  1  Debbie Seelhoefer 
  3  Molly Reeder 
  4  Julie Sims 
  5  Doug Graven 
  6  Dorothy Craig 
      Susan Elder 
      Tara Sparrow 
  7  Chester Ray 
  8  Wilma Durbin 
      Lori Harbaugh 
10  Zane Finfrock 
      Chelsie Lindley 
13  Shera Byers 
      Diann Smith 

14  George Harchous 
17  Barbara Dillner 
      Amanda Glazebrook 
      Betty Wilson 
18  Carol Glazebrook 
      Lara Seelhoefer 

19  Pat Burcham 
      Mark McMahon 
20 Roger Dudley 
22 Deb Best 
      Sean Craig 
      Harry McCorkle 
23 AJ Inman 
24  Jack Crane 
      Bob Elder 

      Roger Farley 
      Evelyn Lane 
26 David Elder 
      Betty Jo Emel 
      Bill VanKeuren 
27  Sam Ashinhurst 
      Doug Dyer 
      Dan Flannell 
30  Gabe Bowers 
      Norma Dolan 
      Nicole Dust 

Anniversaries   

  5   Doug & Karen Dyer 

  9   Mike & Kim Smith 

14 Robert & Mika McCall 

23 Roger & Amanda Farley 

      Martin & Lori Harbaugh 

24  Ben & Sydnee Ray Allen 
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First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
1357 CR 1200 E 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

Return Service Requested 

Worship with us! 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

Kids’ Church: 10:15 am 

 

Contact us! 
Rev. Grant Wade, Pastor • grant@fccsullivan.org • 217.454.9090 

Julie Ramsey, Administrative Assistant • office@fccsullivan.org • 217.728.7351 

Office Hours: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, 12:30 – 3:00 pm, Monday – Thursday; Closed Friday 
 

Connect with us! 
Website: www.fccsullivan.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fccsullivan 

«AddressBlock» 


